
Criminal justice bill passes fiist test vote in Senate 


By KE\/IN mEKING 
VW^SHINGION (AP) — Leg¬ 
islation that would ease 
federal sentencing laws for 
some offenders c lea tied its 
first major test vote Mon¬ 
day, gamering overwhelm¬ 
ing support in both parties 
even as some conserva¬ 
tives portrayed the bill as 
soft on crime. 

The Senate voted 82-12 to 
advance the bill. A vote 
on final passage would 
come later in the week, 
but not until the chamber 
has debated and voted 
on a series of amendments 
from opponents that will be 
brought up Tuesday. 


The bill would give judges 
more discretion when sen¬ 
tencing drug offenders 
and allow about 2,600fed¬ 
eral prisoners sentenced 
for crack cocaine offenses 
before August 2010 the op¬ 
portunity to petition for a 
reduced penalty. The bill 
also encourages prisoners 
to participate in programs 
designed to reduce the risk 
of recidivism, with the re¬ 
ward being the accumula¬ 
tion of credits that can be 
used to gain an earlier re¬ 
lease to a halfway house or 
home confinement to finish 
out their sentence. 

Continued on F^ge 3 



In this Dec. 11,2018, file photo, Picsident Donald Tmmp speaks during a meeting in the Oval Of¬ 
fice of the ViJhite House, in Vi/hshington. 
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njn-up to Rynn sentencing tinged with unexpected drama 



In this July 10, 2018, file pholD, fbimer Tnimp national security 
adviser Mkhaei Rynn ieaves the fedeiai courthouse in Viihsh- 
ington, fbiiovuing a status hearing. 
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By ERIC lUCKERand CHAD 
DAY 

Associated ness 
VUASHING1DN (AP) — Mi¬ 
chael Flynn may have 
given extraordinary coop¬ 
eration to prosecutors, but 
the run-up to his sentenc¬ 
ing hearing Tuesday has 
exposed raw tensions over 
an FBI interview in which 
the former national security 
adviser lied about his Rus¬ 
sian contacts. 

Flynn's lawyers have sug¬ 
gested that investigators 
discouraged him from hav¬ 
ing an attorney present 
during the January 2017 
interview and never in¬ 
formed him it was a crime 
to lie. Prosecutors shot 
back, "He does not need 
to be warned it is a crime 
to lie to federal agents to 
know the importance of 


telling them the truth." 

The mere insinuation of 
underhanded tactics was 
startling given the seem¬ 
ingly productive relation¬ 
ship between the two 


sides, and it was especially 
striking since prosecutors 
with special counsel Rob¬ 
ert Mueller's office have 
praised Flynn's coopera¬ 
tion and recommended 
against prison time. The de¬ 
fense arguments spurred 
speculation that Flynn may 
be trying to get sympa¬ 
thy from President Donald 
Trump ormay be playing to 
a judge known for a zero- 
tolerance view of govern¬ 
ment misconduct. 

"It's an attempt, I think, to 
perhaps characterize Flynn 
as a victim or perhaps to 
make him look sympathet¬ 
ic in the eyes of a judge — 
and, at the same time, to 
portray the special counsel 
in a negative light," said 
former federal prosecutor 
Jimmy Gurule, a University 
of Notre Dame law school 
professor. 

Until the dueling memos 
were filed last week, the 
sentencing hearing for Fly¬ 
nn — who pleaded guilty to 
lying about a conversation 
during the transition period 
with the then-Russian am¬ 
bassador— was expected 
to be devoid of the drama 
characterizing other of 
Mueller's cases 
Prosecutors, for instance, 
have accused former 
Trump campaign chairman 
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Paul Manafort of lying to 
them even afterhe agreed 
to cooperate. Another 
potential target, Jerome 
Corsi, leaked draft court 
documents and accused 
Mueller's team of bullying 
him. And George Papado- 
poulos, a Trump campaign 
adviser recently released 
from a two-week prison 
sentence, has lambasted 
the investigation and pub¬ 
licly claimed that he was 
set up. 

Flynn, by contrast, has 
been notably silent even 
as his supporters advo¬ 
cated a more combative 
stance. He met privately 
with investigators 19 times 
and provided cooperation 
so extensive that prosecu¬ 
tors said he was entitled to 
avoid prison altogether. 
Then came his sentencing 
memo. 

Although Flynn and his at¬ 
torneys stopped short of 
any direct accusations 
of wrongdoing, they took 
pains to note that Flynn, 
unlike other defendants in 
Mueller's investigation, was 
not informed that it was 
against the law to lie to the 
FBI. They suggest the FBI, 
which approached Flynn 
atthe White House justdays 
after Trump's inauguration, 
played to hisdesire to keep 
the encounterquiet by tell¬ 
ing him the quickest way to 
get the interview done was 
forhimto be alone with the 
agents — rather than in¬ 
volve lawyers. 

They also insinuate that Fly¬ 
nn, of Middletown, Rhode 
Island, deserves credit for 
not publicly seizing on the 
fact that FBI officials in¬ 
volved in the investigation 
later came under scrutiny 
themselves Former Deputy 
Director Andrew McCabe, 
who contacted Flynn to 
arrange the interview, was 
fired this year for what the 
Justice Department said 
was a lack of candor over 


a news media leak. Pe¬ 
ter Strzok, one of the two 
agents who interviewed 
Flynn, was removed from 
Mueller's team and later 
fired for trading anti-Trump 
texts with another FBI offi¬ 
cial. 

Mueller's team has sharply 
pushed back at any sug¬ 
gestion that Flynn was 
duped, with prosecutors re¬ 
sponding in their own sen¬ 
tencing memo Friday that 
there was no obligation to 
warn Flynn against lying. 

"A sitting National Security 
(Adviser), fomer head of 
an intelligence agency, 
retired Lieutenant Gen¬ 
eral, and 33-year veteran 
of the amed forces knows 
he should not lie to federal 
agents," prosecutors wrote. 
Fomer FBI Director J ames 
Comey criticized the 
broadsides on the Flynn 
investigation during a 
Monday appearance on 
Capitol Hill, saying, 'They're 
up here attacking the FBI's 
investigation of a guy who 
pled guilty to lying to the 
FBI."Trump hasmade no se¬ 
cret that he sees Mueller's 
investigation as a "witch 
hunt" and has continued to 
lash out at prosecutors he 
sees as biased against him 
and those who help them. 
He's shown continued sym¬ 
pathy for Flynn, though, 
calling him a "great person" 
and asserting — erroneous¬ 
ly — that the FBI has said he 
didn't lie. 

Flynn has not tried to re¬ 
tract his guilty plea, and 
there's every indication the 
sentencing will proceed as 
scheduled. 

Arun Rao, a fomer Justice 
Department prosecutor in 
Maryland, said the defense 
memo is striking because 
it's "inconsistent" with Flynn's 
cooperative stance so far. 
'You also wonder in this 
very unusual situation," he 
said, "whether it is a play for 
a pardon.'□ 
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CRIMINALJU5IICEBILL 
Continued fiom Ront 

To win over wary senators, 
sponsors tweaked the bill 
to prevent those convicted 
of violent firearm offenses, 
sexual exploitation of chil¬ 
dren and high-level fen- 
tanyl and heroin dealing 
from participating in the su¬ 
pervised release program 
— but SenatorTom Cotton, 
R-Ark., and others want to 
expand that list. 

Their amendment would 
add carjacking, bank rob¬ 
bery by force, felony sex 
crimes and other 'felony 
crimes of violence" to the 
list of offenses that make a 
prisoner ineligible. 

"Some of those crimes 
should not be eligible for 
that program," said Sen. 
Mike Rounds, R-S.D. "At this 
point, I'm probably a no un¬ 
less they getthat done." 
Cotton has been among 
the most vocal opponents 
of the legislation, saying: 
"If other senators want to 
vote fora bill that's going to 
let sex offenders and child 
pomographers and wife- 
beaters out of prison, that's 
their prerogative. That's be¬ 
tween them and the voters 
in their state." 

The bill has created a 
unique split in the GOP 
camp, while Democrats 
are overwhelmingly sup¬ 
portive. 

Republican Sen. Mike Lee 


ttsiBMiiSiiasasMBMamaaisasiias^mim 


of Utah, a former federal 
prosecutor, is among the 
bill's champ ions He said he 
has been haunted by the 
words of a federal judge 
who sentenced a low-level 
drug offender carrying a 
gun to 55 years in prison, 
noting that murderers, rap¬ 
ists and terrorists could get 
less time for their offense. 
He said only Congress 
could fix the problem. 
'Those comments have 
stayed with me ever since," 
Lee said. 

The bill follows the lead of 
states such as Texas that 
have experienced a de¬ 
crease in crime in recent 
years while keeping fewer 
people in prison. Sen. J ohn 
Comyn, R-Texas, said his 
home state has been able 
to close eight prisons since 
undertaking various prison 
reforms, such as investing 
in probation staffing and 
getting prisoners into drug 
treatment more quickly. 
'This is not about being 
tough on crime, or soft on 
crime," Comyn said. 'This 
is about being smart on 
crime and getting the best 
results." 

Supporters of the bill warn 
that amendments from 
Cotton and Sen. J ohn Ken¬ 
nedy, R-La., could cause 
the compromise to unravel 
if the Senate approvesany 
of them as eariy as Tues¬ 
day. A unique cross-section 


of liberal and conservative 
advocacy groupshave ral¬ 
lied in support of the bill. 
David Safa via n, general 
counsel for the American 
Conservative Union, said 
the bill's critics ignore that 
offenders would be sub¬ 
ject to strict oversight while 
completing their sentence 
at halfway houses or in 
home custody. The pris¬ 
oners also have to show 
through objective criteria 
that they are a low risk to 
society before obtaining 
supervised release. 

Under the current process. 


nearly half of released fed¬ 
eral prisoners are arrested 
again. "And every case of 
recidivism is another victim, 
is a nother c rime, is a nother 
prosecution, is a nother trial, 
is another prison cell, all 
funded with taxpayer dol¬ 
lars," Safa via n said. "I'm sor¬ 
ry, but there is nothing con¬ 
servative about protecting 
a non-functioning prison 
bureaucracy." 

If the legislation passes the 
Senate, the House is ex¬ 
pected to approve itquick- 
ly. The House had earlier 
passed legislation that fo¬ 


cused on boosting prisoner 
rehabilitation programs, 
but did not include chang¬ 
es to sentencing laws that 
criticssay had led to overly 
harsh sentences for many 
nonviolent offenders, par- 
tic u la riy Afric a n-Americ a n& 
The bill looked to have 
stalled a couple weeks 
ago, but supporters led by 
President Donald Trump 
and son-in-law J ared Kush- 
nerpersuaded Senate Ma¬ 
jority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell, R-Ky., to allow for the 
Senate vote before Con¬ 
gress ad jo ums.Q 
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In this Nov. 27, 2018. file photo. Sen. 1bm Cotton, R-Ark., speaks to reporters as he arrives fora 
meeting with fellow Republicans^ on CapHol Hill in Washington. 
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Comey says House Republicans ale 'shameful' after inteiview 


By MARY CLARE JALONICK 
and PADMANANDA RAMA 
VUASHING10N (AP) — For¬ 
mer FBI Director James 
Comey had harsh words 
for House Republicans on 
Monday, saying their si¬ 
lence in response to Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump's at¬ 
tacks on the Justice De¬ 
partment is "shameful." 
Comey said Republicans 
"have to have the cour¬ 
age to stand up and speak 
the truth, not be cowed by 
mean tweetsorfearof their 


base." 

He was on Capitol Hill fora 
second closed-door inter¬ 
view with two Republican- 
led committees investigat¬ 
ing what they say was bias 
at the J ustice Department 
before the 2016 presiden¬ 
tial election. Republicans 
argue department officials 
conspired against Trump 
as they started an investi¬ 
gation into his ties to Rus¬ 
sia and cleared Democrat 
Hillary Clinton in a separate 
probe of her email use. 


Democrats have called the 
GOP investigation "non¬ 
sense." 

Comey, who led both in¬ 
vestigations, mocked the 
congressional probe, say¬ 
ing the questions were 
about "Hillary Clinton's 
emails and the Steele dos¬ 
sier"— two favorite subjects 
of Republicans who insist 
there was bias in the de¬ 
partment. The dossier was 
Democratic-funded oppo¬ 
sition research on Trump's 
ties to Russia compiled by 


former British spy Christo- 
pherSteele. 

'This while the president of 
the United States is lying 
a bout the FBI, attacking the 
FBI and attacking the rule 
of law in this country. How 
does that make any sense 
at aII?"Comey asked. 
Trump has repeatedly 
gone after the FBI for bias 
as his campaign has been 
under investigation. He has 
called special counsel Rob¬ 
ert Mueller's Russia inves¬ 
tigation a "hoax." On Sun¬ 


day, he called his former 
personal lawyer, Michael 
Cohen, a "rat" because he 
has cooperated with pros¬ 
ecutors. 

Comey said Trump "is call¬ 
ing a witness who is coop¬ 
erating with hisownj ustice 
Department a rat — say 
that again to yourself at 
home, and remind yourself 
where we have ended up." 
A transcript released af¬ 
ter Comey's first interview 
showed a heavy focus on 
the Clinton email probe.Q 
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AP Explains: What happens in a partial government shutdown 


reimbursements. In fact, vir- about 53,000 T5A workers, collection of hundreds of 
tually every essential gov- 54,000 Customs and Bor- thousands of tax returns 
emment agency, like the der Protection agents and and audits. 

FBI, the Border Patrol and officers and 42,000 Coast WHO WORKS — AND WHO 



Ihe Capitol is seen in V\i^shington, Riday morning, Dec. 14, 2018, after Congress adjourned until 
next week. 
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By MAT1HEWDALY 
Associated Press 
VW^SHINGION (AP) — As 

President Donald Trump 
and Congress bicker over 
Trump's call for $5 billion 
to build a borderwall with 
Mexico, govemmentagen- 
cies are preparing for a 
partial government shut¬ 
down set to begin at mid¬ 
night Friday. 

In truth, the government 
won't really shut down. 
Many agencies, includ¬ 
ing the Pentagon and the 
departments of Veterans 
Affairs and Health and Hu¬ 
man Services, are already 
funded for the year and 
will continue to operate as 
usual, regardless of wheth¬ 
er Congress and the presi¬ 
dent reach agreement this 
week. 

In all, about 75 percent 
of discretionary spend¬ 
ing for the budget year 
that began Oct. 1 has al¬ 
ready been approved by 
lawmakers and signed by 
Trump. 

Still, the dispute could af¬ 
fect nine of 15 Cabinet-lev- 
el departmentsand dozens 
of agencies, including the 
departments of Homeland 
Security, Transportation, 
Interior, Agriculture, State 
and J ustice, as well as na¬ 
tional parks and forests. 
More than 800,000 federal 
employees would see their 
jobs disrupted, including 
more than half who would 
be forced to continue 
working without pay. 

The U.S. Postal Service, busy 
delivering packagesforthe 
holiday season, wouldn't 
be affected by any gov¬ 
ernment shutdown be¬ 
cause it's an independent 
agency. 

WDRKGOESON 
Social Security checks will 
still go out. Troops will re¬ 
main at their posts. Doctors 
and hospitals will get their 
Medicare and Medicaid 


the Coast Guard, will re¬ 
main open. Transportation 
Security Administration of¬ 
ficers will continue to man 
airport checkpoints. 

But hundreds of thousands 
of federal workers will be 
forced off the job, and 
some services will go dark. 
Even after funding is re¬ 
stored, the political reper¬ 
cussions could be endur¬ 
ing. 

According to a report by 
Democrats on the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, 
more than 420,000 federal 
employeesdeemed essen¬ 
tial would continue to work 
withoutpayduring a partial 
shutdown, including about 
41,000 law enforcement 
and corrections officers 
and nearly 150,000 Home¬ 
land Security employees. 
Those working without 
pay — three days before 
Christmas—would include 


Guard employees. 

As many as 5,000 Forest Ser¬ 
vice firefighters and 3,600 
National Weather Service 
employeesalso would con¬ 
tinue working, with the ex¬ 
pectation that they will be 
paid back in full once the 
government reopens 
Meanwhile, more than 
380,000 employees will 
be furloughed — includ¬ 
ing nearly all of NASA and 
Housing and Urban De¬ 
velopment and 41,000 
Commerce Department 
employees About 16,000 
National Park Service em¬ 
ployees — 80 percent of 
the agency's workforce — 
would be furloughed, and 
many parks would close. 
Some parks already are 
closed forthe winter. 
Among those set to be fur¬ 
loughed: 52,000 staffers at 
the Internal Revenue Ser¬ 
vice, slowing analysis and 


DOESNT 

The rulesforwho worksand 
who doesn't date back to 
the early 1980sand haven't 
been significantly modified 
since. The Trump adminis¬ 
tration is relying mostly on 
guidance left over from 
former President Barack 
Obama. 

Under a precedent-setting 
memorandum by Reagan 
budget chief David Stock- 
man, federal workers are 
exempted from furloughs 
if their jobs are national se¬ 
curity-related orif they per¬ 
form essential activitiesthat 
"protect life and property." 
The airtraffic control system, 
food inspection. Medicare, 
veterans' health care and 
many other essential gov¬ 
ernment programs would 
njn as usual. The Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency could continue to 
respond to disasters. 


On the other hand, the 
Washington Monument 
and many other iconic 
park service attractions 
would close, as would mu¬ 
seums along the National 
Mall. In the past, the vast 
majority of national parks 
were closed to visitors and 
campers, but during the 
last government shutdown 
in january the Interior De¬ 
partment tried to make 
parks as accessible aspos- 
sible despite bare-bones 
staffing levels. It was not 
clear Monday if that effort 
will be repeated. 

Interior Secretary Ryan 
Zinke, who greeted visitors 
at the World War II Memo¬ 
rial and othersites in down¬ 
town Washington during 
the last shutdown, said Sat¬ 
urday he is stepping down 
at the end of the year. 

ra>ERALVUDRKERS SniLG ET 
PAID — B/EmUAlLY 

While they can be kept 
on the job, federal work¬ 
ers can't get paid for days 
worked while there is a 
lapse in funding. In the 
past, however, they have 
been repaid retroactively 
even if they were ordered 
to stay home. 

Rush hour in downtown 
Washington, meanwhile, 
becomes a breeze. Tens of 
thousands of federal work- 
ersare off the roads. 

WIDOVUNS HAPPEN 

Way back in the day, shut¬ 
downs usually weren't that 
big a deal. They happened 
every year when Jimmy 
Carter was president, aver¬ 
aging lldayseach. During 
Reagan's two terms, there 
were six shutdowns, typi¬ 
cally just one or two days 
apiece. Deals got cut. Ev¬ 
erybody moved on. The 
government also shut for 
a few hours last February 
amid a partisan dispute 
ove r d efic it sp ending .□ 
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Vatican uiged to leveal statosofousted U.S archbishop 



In this photograph taken on Monday, Oct 18, 2010, Archbish¬ 
op John C. Niensledt talks about the Archdiocese of St Raul 
and Minneapolis consolidation pian, which inciudesciosing 21 
churches^ athisoflice in St Baui, Minn. 
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By NICOIE VUNHEID and 
AMYP0RLJ1I 
Associated Ress 
VAUCAN CRY (AP) — A 

prominent U.S. archbishop 
is asking the Vatican for an¬ 
swers a bout the statusof an 
investigation into alleged 
sexual misconduct by his 
predecessor, who was 
forced to resign in 2015. 

St. Paul and Minneapolis 
Archbishop Bernard Hebda 
wrote a remarkable letter 
to his flock Friday in which 
he revealed he sent the 
Vatican in 2016 a new alle¬ 
gation of improprieties with 
minonsagainst retired Arch¬ 
bishop J ohn Nienstedt. 

It was not immediately 
clear if the alleged inci¬ 
dent in Germany was ever 
investigated. Nienstedt has 
denied the allegation. 
County prosecutors in¬ 
formed Hebda of the alle¬ 
gation in 2016. It accused 
Nienstedt of inviting two 
minors to his hotel room in 
2005 at a Vatican-orga¬ 
nized youth rally in Ger¬ 
many to change outofwet 
clothes, the archbishop 
wrote. 

Hebda said Nienstedt'then 
proceeded to undress in 
front of them and invited 


them to do the same." He 
noted that Nienstedt de¬ 
nied the allegation. 
Nienstedt resigned asarch- 
bishop after Minnesota 
prosecutors charged the 
Twin Cities archdiocese 
with failing to protect chil¬ 
dren from a predator priest 
who waslaterconvicted of 
molesting two boys. 
Nienstedt was one of the 
first U.S. bishops known to 
have been forced from 
office for botching sex 
abuse investigations. He 
also faced allegations of 
engaging in inappropri¬ 
ate sexual behavior with 
adults. He denied miscon¬ 
duct, and the archdiocese 
hired two law firms to inves¬ 
tigate those claims in 2014, 
but the results were never 
made public. 

Hebda said as far as he 
knew, the Vatican sus¬ 
pended the 2014 inves¬ 
tigation when Nienstedt 
resigned in June 2015. He 
called for a resolution to 
that probe, and for infor¬ 
mation about the alleged 
World Youth Day incident, 
which he learned aboutaf- 
te r N ie nste d t's resig na tio n. 
"My opinion is this allega¬ 
tion needs to be fully ad¬ 


dressed before a definitive 
resolution of Archbishop Ni- 
enstedt's suitability for min¬ 
istry can be made," Hebda 
wrote. 

The Vatican didn't immedi¬ 
ately respond to a request 
forcomment Monday. 
Nienstedt, who was bishop 
of New Ulm at the time of 
the alleged incident in Ger¬ 
many, denied the claim in 
a Monday email to The As¬ 
sociated Press. 

"I welcome an investiga¬ 
tion into this allegation, as I 
have welcomed all impar¬ 
tial investigations into alle¬ 
gations made against me. 
Atthe same time, I do deny 
the veracity of this allega¬ 
tion," he said. 'That being 
said, I don't want to speak 
poorly of the men making 
these accusations." 
Nienstedt said it's hard to 
defend himself because it's 
his word against the word 
of his accusers, "and, as 
much asthey seem to want 
to discredit me, Idon'twant 
to hamn them." 

Nienstedt's case has taken 
on new relevance given 
the sex abuse scandal sur¬ 
rounding ex-C a rdina I Theo¬ 
dore McCarrick, the retired 
archbishop of Washington 


now accused of sexual mis¬ 
conduct with both adult 
seminarians and at least 
one minor. 

Hebda and Auxiliary Bishop 
Andrew Cozzenshave held 
up both the McCanickand 
the Nienstedt scandals as 
evidence of the need for 
a lay-led mechanism to 
review misconduct allega¬ 
tions against bishops, who 
are answerable only to the 
pope. 

Hebda said he is doing 
what he can within his au¬ 
thority by forbidding Nien¬ 
stedt from exercising public 


ministry in his archdiocese. 
But he said Nienstedt's fate 
is ultimately in the Vatican's 
hands. 

'The matter remains unre¬ 
solved forthe accusers, for 
Archbishop Nienstedt and 
for the public," he said. "I 
share the frustration that is 
felt by them." 

The criminal charges 
against the archdiocese 
eventually were dismissed, 
but the archdiocese 
reached a civil settlement 
with authorities that was 
designed to increase over¬ 
sight and transparency.^ 


Gioupssue to block oil pioduction in Alaska's BeaulbitSea 


ANCHORAGE Alaska (AP) 

— Five conservation groups 
filed a lawsuit Monday 
seeking to blockoil produc¬ 
tion from a proposed artifi¬ 
cial gravel island in federal 
Arctic waters 

The groups asked the 9th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals to review an offshore 
production plan approved 
forthe Liberty project in the 


Beaufort Sea off Alaska's 
north coast. 

The groupssaid the plan vi¬ 
olates federal law govern¬ 
ing outer continental shelf 
drilling, the environment 
and endangered species 
The Trump administration 
failed to consider impacts 
of an oil spill in remote 
Arctic waters or effects of 
drilling on polar bears and 


otherendangered species, 
said Kristen Monsell of the 
Centerfor Biological Diver¬ 
sity, one of the groups that 
sued. 

"An oil spill in the Arctic 
would be impossible to 
clean up in a region al¬ 
ready stressed by climate 
change,"she said. 

Drilling law requires the 
administration to reject 


development if the risks 
to the human and marine 
environment outweigh the 
benefits of oil extraction. 
That includes both spills 
and climate change. Mon¬ 
sell said. 

"Here the agency used the 
totally inadequate analy¬ 
sis that actually found that 
the 'no action' alterna¬ 
tive — not approving the 


project — would actually 
result in more greenhouse 
gas emissions, which is just 
completely ridiculous on 
its face, and also ridiculous 
given the modeling they 
used," Monsell said. 

The Bureau of Ocean En¬ 
ergy Management did not 
immediately respond to an 
email request forcomment 
Monday.Q 
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immigiaritsgettheirlastflighton 'ICE Alt' 



In this Nov. 16, 2018, photo, immigiants who errteied the Ihiited States illegally aie deported on a 
flightto B Salvador by U.S Immigiation and Customs Enforcement in Houston. 

Associated Ress 


Deported 

By NOMAAN MERCHAm' 
and ANGEUKI KAS1ANIS 
Associated Ress 
HOUSTON (AP) - Shackled 
at their ankles and wrists 
and their shoelaces re¬ 
moved, a long line of men 
and women waited on the 
tarmac as a team of of¬ 
ficers patted them down 
and checked inside their 
mouths for anything hid¬ 
den. 

Then one by one, they 
climbed a mobile staircase 
and onto a charter plane 
the size of a commercial 
aircraft. 

Thiswasa deportation flight 
run by ICE Air. The chains 
would be removed and 
the shoelaces returned 
when the plane landed in 
El Salvador. 

An obscure division of U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enfo rcement opera teshun- 
dredsofflig htseach yearto 
remove immigrants Depor¬ 
tation flights are big busi¬ 
ness: The U.S. government 
has spent approximately 
$1 billion on them in the last 
decade, and the Trump 
administration is seeking to 
raise 1C E's budget for char¬ 
ter flights by 30 percent. 

ICE Air Operations trans¬ 
ports detained immigrants 
between American cities 
and, for those with final re¬ 
moval orders, backto their 
home countries. About 
100,000 people a year are 
deported on such flights. 
While Mexican immigrants 
are generally flown to 
southern U.S. cities and 
then driven to the bonder 
so they can cross over. 
Central Americans have to 
be transported by air. And 
the large numbers of Mexi¬ 
cans who used to cross the 
border have largely been 
replaced by migrants from 


three impoverished Cen¬ 
tral American countries: El 
Salvador, Guatemala and 
Honduras. 

Ac c 0 rd ing to flig ht-tna c king 
data, deportation flights to 
Guatemala and Hondu¬ 
ras have sharply increased 
this year. And ICE's budget 
request for charter flights 
increased 30 percent last 
year compared to the year 
before. 

The agency estimated last 
year that it spends about 
$7,785 per hour on the 
flights. 

ICE shifted to chartering 
private planes about a de¬ 
cade ago after previously 
using a government ser¬ 
vice with the U.S. Marshals. 
The agency says moving to 
private flights saves about 
$25 million a yearand gave 
it more flexibility. Charter 
flights also avoid putting 
large numbers of deported 
immigrants on commer¬ 
cial planes, which requires 
buying tickets for deporta¬ 
tion officers accompany¬ 


ing them, or holding them 
in the U.S. for longer than 
necessary and tying up 
space in detention centers. 
"I don't want to elongate 
anybody's detention with 
us," said Pat Contreras, di- 
rectorof enforcement and 
removal for ICE's Houston 
field office. "If a judge says 
you need to be removed, 
we should be expeditiously 
working to execute that or- 
derso that person doesnot 
spend any longer in deten¬ 
tion than necessary." 

But migrant advocacy 
groups say ICE Air is an ex¬ 
ample of how tougher im¬ 
migration enforcement — 
from detention to tracking 
to removal — enriches pri¬ 
vate companies. 

"The way you would save 
money on 1C E Air is by de¬ 
porting fewer people, not 
by privatizing the industry," 
said Bob Ubal, director 
of Grassroots Leadership, 
which opposesimmig nation 
detention. 

"ICE is a largely privatized 


agency," Ubal said. "In 
many ways, it's been cap¬ 
tured by the industries that 
profit from deportation and 
detention." 

The Associated Press ob¬ 
served a deportation flight 
being loaded last month at 
a private terminal of Bush 
Intercontinental Airport in 
Houston. 

The Boeing 737 had no 
markings suggesting it was 
a deportation flight. In¬ 
stead, it had the insignia of 
Swift Air, a private compa¬ 
ny that a Iso flies charters for 
political campaigns and 
professional sports teams, 
including the NHL's Boston 
Bruins and Chicago Black- 
hawks In this case. Swift Air 
had been hired by Classic 
Air Charters, a Huntington, 
New York-based company 
that won ICE's deportation 
flig hts c 0 ntra c t la st yea r. 
Classic Air has been paid 
$51 million this year by 
ICE, according to federal 
spending records The pre¬ 
vious contractor, CSI Avia¬ 


tion of New Mexico, was 
paid $906 million by ICE's 
removals division since 
2010, when ICE privatized 
its flig hts 

When the plane landed 
in Houston, about 30 Sal¬ 
vadoran immigrants were 
already on board, flown 
in from Alexandria, Louisi¬ 
ana, an ICE Air hub. They 
peered out the windows 
asthe plane sat on the tar¬ 
mac. 

Two buses arrived, carrying 
45 men and five women. 
Their few belongings were 
in red mesh bagsthatwork- 
erssorted on the tarmac. 
Officerschecked each de¬ 
tainee before letting them 
board, a process that took 
about 20 minutes 
According to the agency, 
29 of the 50 people who 
boarded the plane in Hous¬ 
ton had been arrested on 
criminal charges, including 
four who were wanted in 
El Salvador for attempted 
murder or homicide, the 
agency said. 

The remaining 21 were 
considered non-criminal, 
meaning they were being 
deported for immigration 
violations. Twenty of the 50 
had been deported be¬ 
fore. 

ICEwould notletAP report¬ 
ers view the inside of the 
plane, but officials said the 
flights are orderly and qui¬ 
et. A meal is served, and a 
doctor is on board. But all 
detainees — even those 
considered non-criminal — 
remain shackled until the 
plane lands. 

'We try and be as humane 
as we can with everything 
thatwe do,"Centre rassa id. 
'We try to make them safe. 
We want to make sure that 
not one individual does 
anything wrong.'□ 





WDAi: 


U.S. NEWSIAl 


TUESDAY 18 DECEMBER 2018 



BEIF 

$26 

CHICKEN 

SHRIMP 

$28 ^ 


SEATING 


f FROM 
THE BEACH 

\ BBQ 


BEACH 


MooMba style 

DAILY 6PM-10PM 

Choose belvp^een a 1 0oz 
pificho.Q IOdz chfcken pfricho 
Of o Jumbo $hrimp pincbo. Each 
oom^^ with onbns, boll peppers 
ond mushrooms. Served with 
French trios, a gorden solod. a 
B6Q souce, o gorfic sauce ond o 
home-made chimichurrL 


BeAC/i 


located on the beach between Holiday Inn and Mamott's Surf Club, Palm Beach 

T: +297 S86 5365- E: moombobeach(iarubawin©anddine.com- www,moombabeach.com 


■Alt L RE^TAUflANT 


-A ARUBA 

-:W|NE 

IDINE 


Federal couitsays N.Y. ban on 
nunc hue la unc onslitLitiona I 



In this April 2017, file photo, objects confiscated ftom passen- 
geis' cany-on iuggage, inciuding nunc hue ksy bottom, aie dis- 
piayed atSeatUe-lacoma Intemafionai Aiipoitin Sealac, Viibsh. 

Associated Ress 


By DEEPn HAJ ELA 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (Al^ — A 1974 
New York state ban on 
nunchucks that was put 
into place over fears that 
youth inspired by martial 
arts movies would create 
widespread mayhem is 
unconstitutional under the 
Second Amendment, a 
federal court hasruled. 

J udge Pamela Chen issued 
her ruling Friday in a Brook¬ 
lyn federal court on the 
martial arts weapon made 
famous by Bruce Lee. 

The plaintiff, James Malo¬ 


ney, started his legal quest 
after being charged with 
possession of nunchucks 
in his home in 2000. He ini¬ 
tially filed a complaint in 
2003, and appealed aII the 
way to the U.S. Supreme 
Court when the case went 
against him. The Supreme 
Court in 2010 remanded 
the case back down to be 
reconsidered in light of a 
Second Amendment deci¬ 
sion it had made in another 
case, and Maloneyfiled an 
amended complaint later 
that year. 

Maloney had been fo¬ 


cused on getting the part 
of the law overturned that 
banned nunchucks, two 
rigid rods connected at 
one end by a chain orrope, 
even in private homes. 

In her ruling, Chen said 
the court couldn't simply 
take that part out, and 
ruled that the state's law 
as it pertained to possess¬ 
ing nunchuks as well as to 
manufacturing, transport¬ 
ing or disposing of them 
was in violation of the Sec¬ 
ond Amendment. 

The ruling wentoverthe his¬ 
tory of the ban, and said 


it "arose out of a concern 
that, as a result of the ris¬ 
ing popularity 'of 'Kung Fu' 
movies and shows,' 'various 


circles of the state's youth' 
— including 'muggers and 
street gangs' — were 'wide¬ 
ly' using nunc ha ku to c a use 


Statue of Liberty climber convicted in J uly 4 protest 



Iheicse Okoumou, right vvho climbed the base of the Statue 
of Liberty on J uly 4 to protest the separation of tamilies at the 
Mexican border, stands next to a poster of herself outside a 
courthouse in lower Manhattan attershe was convicted of mis¬ 
demeanor charges Monday, Dec. 17, 2018, in New York. 

Associated Ress 


By LARRY NEUMBS1ER 
Associated Ress 
NEW YORK (Al^ — A wom¬ 
an who climbed the base 
of the Statue of Liberty on 
J uly 4 to protest the separa¬ 
tion of families at the Mexi¬ 
can border was convicted 
Monday of misdemeanor 
charges by a judge who 
said a person's viewpoint 
can't be a factor in wheth- 
erlawsare enforced. 

The verdict by U.S. Magis¬ 
trate J udge Gabriel W. Go- 
renstein came two hours 
afterlherese Okoumou got 
choked up as she testified, 
saying images from the 
U.S.-Mexican borderof chil¬ 
dren being tom from their 
parents gave her night¬ 
mares 

She faces up to 18 months 
in prison at a March 5 sen¬ 
tencing on charges of tres¬ 
passing, interference with 
an agency's function and 


disorderly conduct. 

Ron Kuby, one of Okou¬ 
mou's lawyers, told the 
judge that his client want¬ 
ed a trial even though it 
was clear the "likelihood of 
her conviction today was 
close to 100 percent." 

In a courtroom packed 
with emotional Okoumou 
supporters, Gorenstein ex¬ 
plained that his decision 
needed to be consistent 
whether it was Okoumou 
who climbed the statue or 
somebody with the exact 
opposite opinions 
He noted that Okoumou 
repeatedly ignored orders 
to descend from a perch 
at the feet of the statue 
that was high enough that 
a prosecutor said it could 
have seriously injured or 
killed her or tourists below. 
New York Police Depart¬ 
ment rescuers were forced 
to climb a rickety ladder 


and gird themselves like 
mountain climbers to safely 
bring herdown. 

The nearly four-hour dem¬ 


onstration forced an evac¬ 
uation of 4,330 people from 
the statue grounds on one 
of its busiest days of the 


year. 

Okoumou had testified that 
she couldn't live with the 
sight of "children in cages" 
and thought climbing the 
statue was the only way to 
bring attention to the issue. 
"I have had nightmares. I 
just couldn't live with it," she 
said. Outside court after¬ 
ward, she stood alongside 
Kuby, defense attorney Rhi- 
daya Trivedi and California 
attorney Michael Avenatti, 
who served as an adviser 
in the case, as supporters 
held signs behind her. 

"We stand on the right side 
of history," Okoumou said. '1 
am not a bit discouraged 
today." 

She said she didn't regret 
her Statue of Liberty pro¬ 
test. 

In a statement, U.S. At¬ 
torney Geoffrey S. Ber¬ 
man praised Gorenstein's 
verdict.Q 
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Bomb explodes outside private GieekW station, no one hurt 



Gicek Ibiensic experts search outside the private Greek teie- 
vision station Skai, alter a powertui bomb expiosion, in Raiiro, 
Athens^ on Monday, Dec, 17, 2018. 

Associated Ress 


By DEREKGA1OPOUL0S 
NICHOLASPAPHmS 
Associated Ress 
AlHEN^ Greece (AP) — A 

powerful bomb exploded 
early Monday outside the 
southern Athens head quar¬ 
ters of Greece's private 
Skai broadcaster, which 
hasbeen strongly critical of 
government policies, dam¬ 
aging the glass-fronted 
building but causing no in¬ 
juries 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
the bombing, which resem¬ 
bled attacks by domestic 
extreme left-wing and an¬ 
archist groups, whose past 
targets have included me¬ 
dia groups. 

Greece's left-led govern¬ 
ment, which has harshly 
and repeatedly criticized 
Skai for its perceived anti¬ 


government bias, strongly 
condemned the bombing. 
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras 
issued a statement con¬ 
demning the "attack by 
cowardly and dark forces 
against democracy itself." 

"I express my frank solidarity 
with the broadcaster's jour¬ 
nalists and employees," he 
added. 

Police said the blast oc¬ 
curred at 2:35 a.m. outside 
the Skai TV and radio build¬ 
ing — where the respected 
Kathimerini newspaper is 
also housed — after tele¬ 
phoned warnings to a 
news website and another 
TV station prompted au¬ 
thorities to evacuate the 
building. 

The attackers escaped un¬ 
detected after planting the 
bomb, which detonated 
45 minutes after the warn¬ 


ing calls. Police, who were 
checking cameras in the 
area for possible clues on 
the bombers, said the de¬ 
vice had contained atleast 
five kilograms of explosives 


'Thiswasa strike againstde- 
mocracy. Thankfully, there 
wasonly material damage 
— it's a relief that no one 
was hurt — following the 
swift action taken by the 


police," Public Order Minis- 
terOlga Gerovasilisaid. 

She said anti-terrorism po¬ 
lice are leading the investi¬ 
gation. 

Ska i sa id it ha d wa med a u- 
thotitles, to no avail, that it 
had been receiving threats 
It also linked the attack 
with the strong c title ism Ska i 
had been receiving from 
the government, which has 
banned its officials from 
appearing on Skai broad¬ 
casts to protest reporting 
that the government sees 
as biased against it. 
'Government officials and 
propaganda mechanisms 
have rendered our station 
a target," a Skai statement 
said. "Following today'sdra- 
matic development they 
mustundenstand the weight 
and full extent of their in¬ 
cendiary comments.'□ 


Ranee: Alleged gun source given preliminaiytenorc haiges 



Residents icact during a gathering in a cenbai square of the 
eastern Rcnch city of Strasbourg, Sunday Dec.16, 2018 to pay 
homage to the victims of a gunman who kiiied four peopie and 
wounded a dozen more. 

Associated Press 


By SAMUEL PE1REQUIN 
Associated ness 
PARIS (AP) — A man sus¬ 
pected of supplying the 
gun that was used in the 
shooting attack that killed 
five people near a Christ¬ 
mas market in Strasbourg 
was handed preliminary 
terrorchargesMonday, ac¬ 
cording to a judicial official 
close to the investigation. 
The official, who could not 
be named with the case 
0 ng 0 ing, sa id the ind ivid ua I 
appeared before a judge 
and was changed with 
criminal association with 
terrorists, as well as possess¬ 
ing and supplying arms in 
connection with a terrorist 
enterprise. 

The man is suspected of 
furnishing the weapon that 
alleged gunman Cherif 
C hekatt used in the Dec. 11 
attack, the judicial official 
said. He was remanded 
into custody. Chekatt, 29, 
died in a shootout with po¬ 


lice in Strasbourg Thursday. 
Two other people were ar¬ 
rested and detained Mon¬ 
day as part of the terrorin- 
vestigation the Paris prose¬ 
cutor's office is conducting 
into the attack. They also 
were suspected of "playing 
a role in supplying the fire¬ 
arm," said the official. 


Their arrests bring the num¬ 
ber of suspects in custody 
since the attack to three; 
Chekatt's parents and two 
of his brothers were ques¬ 
tioned by police last week 
and released. 

The death toll from the 
attack increased to five 
Sunday night after a Pol¬ 


ish man died of his wounds 
in a Strasbourg hospital. 
Barto Orent-Niedzielski, 36, 
lived in the city, where he 
worked at the European 
Parliament and as a jour¬ 
nalist. The other casualties 
include a tourist from Thai¬ 
land and an Italian journal¬ 
ist covering the European 
Parliament. 

According to some reports, 
Orent-Niedzielski fought the 
shooter and stopped him 
from entering a crowded 
club, possibly preventing 
more deaths. 

Polish President Andrzej 
Duda wrote early Monday 
on Twitter that "I knew him 
by sight. I am shocked. 

I had not realized that 
he was the one mortally 
wounded protecting other 
people. Honor to his mem¬ 
ory. RIP." 

Two people were arrested 
and one appeared before 
a French judge Monday as 


part of a terrorism-related 
investigation of the shoot¬ 
ing attack that killed five 
people last week near a 
Christmas market in Stras¬ 
bourg, the Paris prosecu¬ 
tor's office said. 

An official close to the in¬ 
vestigation said the man 
who was in court is sus¬ 
pected of involvement in 
supplying the weapon that 
alleged gunman Cherif 
Chekatt used in the Dec. 11 
attack. Chekatt, 29, died in 
a shootout with police in 
Strasbourg Thursday. 

The two detained Mon¬ 
day also were suspected 
of "playing a role in supply¬ 
ing the firearm," said the 
official, who could not be 
named with the case on¬ 
going. Their arrests bring 
the number of suspects in 
custody since the attack 
to three; Cheka tt's parents 
and two of his brothers 
were questioned by police 
lastweekand released.Q 
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May says postponed Brexit vote to be held week of J an 14 




Britain's Prime MinisterIheiesa May leaves 10 Downing Sheet in London Monday, Dec. 17, 2018, 
ibrthe hlouse of Commons to make a statement on the EU Summit held lecendy in Bmssels. 

Associated Ress 


ByJ IILIAWIESS 
DANICA KIRKA 
IDNDON (AP) — Prime Min- 
isterfheresa May said Mon¬ 
day that the postponed 
vote in Parliament on Brit¬ 
ain's Briexit agreement with 
the European Union wiii be 
heid the week of J a n. 14 — 
more than a month after 
it was originaiiy scheduied 
and just 10 weeks before 
Britain ieavesthe EU. 

But even as May insisted 
she couid saivage her 
unpopuiar divorce deai, 
pressure was mounting 
for dramatic action — a 
new referendum ora vote 
among iawmakers — to 
find a way out of Britain's 
Brexit impasse and prevent 
the economic damage of 
a messy exit from the EU on 
March 29 with no agree¬ 
ment in piace. 

Jeremy Corbyn, ieader of 
the main opposition Labour 
Party, said he wouid submit 
a motion of no-confidence 
in the prime minister over 
herdeiays Losing the vote 
on such a motion wouid 
increase the pressure on 
May, but uniike a no-confi¬ 
dence vote in the govem- 
mentasa whoie itwouidn't 
triggera processieading to 
the faii of the government 
and an early eiection. 

No date was immediateiy 
setforthe confidence vote. 
The British government and 
the EU seaied a divorce 
deai iast month, but May 
postponed a parliamen¬ 
tary vote intended to ratify 
the agreement iast week 
when it became ciear ieg- 
isiators wouid overwheim- 
ingiy reject it. 

She tried to win changes 
from the EU to sweeten the 
deai for reiuctant iawmak¬ 


ers, butwasrebuffed bythe 
bioc at a summit in Brusseis 
iast week. May's authority 
a iso has been shaken after 
a no-confidence vote from 
her own party on Wednes¬ 
day that saw more than a 
third of Conservative iaw- 
ma kens vote against her. 
May toid iawmakers in the 
House of Commons on 
Monday that they wouid 
resume debate on the deai 
when Parliament comes 
back after its Christmas 
break the week of J an. 7, 
with the vote heid the foi- 
iowing week. 

"i know this is not everyone's 
perfect deai," May said, "it 
is a compromise. But if we 
iet the perfect be the en¬ 
emy of the good then we 
risk ieaving the EU with no 
deai." 

Opposition iegisiators — 
and many from May'sCon- 
servative Party — remain 
opposed to the deai, and 


accused May of deiiber- 
ateiy wasting time by de- 
iaying the vote forseverai 
more weeks 

'The prime ministerhascyn- 
icaiiy run down the ciock 
trying to maneuver Parlia¬ 
ment into a choice be¬ 
tween two unacceptabie 
outcomes: herdeai and no 
deai,"Corbyn said. 

A growing number of poii- 
ticiansfrom across the po- 
iiticai spectrum beiieve a 
new referendum may be 
the oniy way to break the 
poiiticai iogjam overBrexit. 
But May toid iawmakers 
that staging another refer¬ 
endum wouid ride rough¬ 
shod over voters' 2016 de¬ 
cision to ieave the EU and 
"wouid say to miiiions who 
trusted in democracy that 
our democracy does not 
deiiver." 

May's deai is bathed both 
by pro-Brexit iawmakers, 
who think it keeps Britain 


bound too cioseiy to the 
bioc, and pro-Europeans, 
who see itasinferiorto stay¬ 
ing in the EU. 

The main concern for pro- 
Brexit iawmakers is a con¬ 
tentious insurance poiicy 
known as the "backstop," 
which wouid keep the U.K. 
tied to EU customs ruies in 
orderto guarantee the bor¬ 
der between Ireiand and 
Northern ireiand remains 
open after Brexit. 

EU officiais insisted at iast 
week'ssummitthatthe with- 
drawai agreement cannot 
be renegotiated, aithough 
they a iso stressed that the 
backstop was meant oniy 
asa temporary measure of 
iast resort. 

May said she had had "ro¬ 
bust" exchanges with other 
EU ieaders in Brusseis, but 
that the two sides were stiii 
hoiding taiks about 'further 
poiiticai and iegai assur¬ 
ances" about the back¬ 


stop. 

European Commission 
chief spokesman Margari- 
tis Schinas, however, said 
Monday that "at this stage, 
no further meetings with 
the United Kingdom are 
foreseen." 

With Britain'sdeparturefrom 
the bioc just three months 
away, it remains unciear 
whether the country wiii 
ieave with a deai or crash 
out with no deai— a chaot¬ 
ic outcome that couid see 
economic recession, grid- 
iock at U.K. ports, pianes 
grounded and shortagesof 
essentia i goods. 

The Cabinetwiii discuss"no- 
deai" pianning atitsweekiy 
meeting on Tuesday, with 
detaiis to be announced 
soon of 2 biiiion pounds 
($2.5 biiiion) in government 
funding to absorb some of 
the potentiai economic 
shock. 

Pro-EU Cabinet ministers, 
meanwhiie, are seeking to 
work with opposition poiiti- 
ciansto find a way out of 
the morass. 

One suggestion is to give 
members of Parliament 
votes on a range of options 
— from ieaving without a 
deai to hoiding a new ref¬ 
erendum — to see if there 
is majority support for any 
course of action. 

May's spokesman, James 
Siack, said Monday that 
the government had "no 
pians" to ho id such an in¬ 
dicative vote. But the idea 
hassupport in Cabinet. 

'We can't just have con¬ 
tinuing uncertainty and I 
think Parliament shouid be 
invited to say what it wouid 
agree with," Business Sec¬ 
retary Greg Ciark toid the 
BBC.a 
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Rakistan, Saudis^ UAEjoin US-laliban talks 



In this Match 13, 2009, file photo, Zalmay Khalilzad, special ad- 
viseron tec one illation speaks during a newsconfeience in Ka¬ 
bul, Afghanistan. 

Associated Ress 


By KAIHY GANNON 
ISLAMABAD (AP) — The Ta I- 

iban held another round of 
talks with U.S. officials on 
Monday, this time in the 
United Arab Emirates and 
also involving Saudi, Paki¬ 
stani and Emirati nepnesen- 
tatives, part of the latest 
attempt to bring a negoti¬ 
ated end to Afghanistan's 
17-year war. 

Taliban spokesman Sbi- 
hullah Mujahid offered 
few details of the daylong 
meeting except to say "dis¬ 
cussions were held with the 
American side over the 
end to the invasion of Af¬ 
ghanistan." He dismissed 
Afghan media reports that 
Afghan government repre¬ 
sentatives, who are in the 
United Arab Emirates, had 
met with the Taliban. 

'There is no plan to meet 
the Kabul administration," 
Mujahid said. 'There is no 
possibility of the presence 
of the Kabul administration 
in the meeting, which the 
Islamic Emirate will attend." 
The Taliban refer to their 
movement as the Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan, 


and dismiss the Kabul gov¬ 
ernment asa U.S. puppet. 
Mujahid said the meetings 
were continuing. 

Khalil Minawi, director of 
Afghanistan's state-run 
Bakhtar news agency, ear¬ 
lier tweeted that officials 
from the United States, Af¬ 
ghanistan, Pakistan and 
the UAE held meetings 
Sunday ahead of 'the Pak¬ 
istani-sponsored U.S.-Tal¬ 
iban meeting." 

While Afghan officials did 
notattend Monday's meet¬ 
ing with the Taliban, their 
presence in the UAE isa sig¬ 
nificant step in efforts to get 
the two sides talking. The 
Taliban have consistently 
refused to hold direct talks 
with the Afghan govern¬ 
ment, insisting they will only 
negotiate with the U.S. 
Afghanistan's National 
Security Adviser Hamdul- 
lah Mohib was among the 
Afghan government rep¬ 
resentatives in the UAE, a 
senior Afghan government 
official told The Associated 
Press. The presence of such 
a high-ranking individual 
wasseenasa sign of prog¬ 


ress. 

Also significant is the pres¬ 
ence of the Saudis and 
Emiratis, both of whom 
have significant influence 
over the Taliban, and who 
might be able to help se¬ 
cure concessions from the 
group eventually leading 
to face-to-face talks with 
Kabul. 

Saudi Arabia, the UAE and 
Pakistan were the only 
three countries to recog¬ 
nize the Taliban govern¬ 


ment during its five-year 
rule, which ended with 
the 2001 U.S.-led invasion. 
Washington has consider¬ 
able sway overthe Afghan 
government, which it heav¬ 
ily bankrolls. The U.S. has 
spent $1 trillion in Afghani¬ 
stan since ousting the Tal¬ 
iban and the warthere has 
become America's longest. 
While the U.S. State Depart¬ 
ment has neither denied 
nor confirmed previous 
meetings with the Taliban, 


Washington's peace en¬ 
voy, SImay Khalilzad, says 
he has met with all sides in 
the conflict. 

The Taliban control nearly 
half of Afghanistan and 
carry out daily attacks, 
mainly targeting security 
forces and government of- 
fic ia Is. 

The group said last month 
that it held three days of 
talkswith Khalilzad in Qatar, 
where the Taliban maintain 
a political office. Khalilzad 
then went to Kabul, where 
he urged Afghan President 
Ashraf Ghani to cobble to¬ 
gether a team that could 
hold talkswith the Taliban. 
Khalilzad said he would like 
to see a "roadmap" agree¬ 
ment reached before Af¬ 
ghan presidential elections, 
scheduled fornextApril. 
Since his appointment in 
September, Khalilzad has 
made several tours of the 
region. Earlier this month, 
he held meetings in Islam¬ 
abad. Pakistani Prime Min¬ 
ister Imran Khan later said 
Kha lilzad asked Pa kista n to 
assist in getting the Taliban 
to the negotiating table. □ 


KKemlin hails go-ahead for oligarchs Id attend Davos foium 



InthisJ uly 2,2015 file photo, Russian metals magnate Oleg Deri¬ 
paska attends Independence Day celebrationsatSpaso House, 
the residence of the American Ambassador, in Moscow, Russia. 

Associated Press 


By NA1AUYA VA9LYEVA 
JAMEYKEAIEN 
Associated Ress 
MOSCOW(AP) — The Krem¬ 
lin said Monday that three 
high-profile Russian tycoons 
who are facing U.S. sanc¬ 
tions have been cleared 
to return to the World Eco¬ 
nomic Forum in Davos, fol¬ 
lowing reports that they 
had been disinvited. 

WEF organizers had report¬ 
edly shunned billionaires 
Oleg Deripaska and Vik¬ 
tor Vekselberg, and Andrei 
Kostin, the head of state- 
controlled bank VTB, from 
attending the rarefied J an- 
uary event at the Swiss ski 
resort. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said WEF organizers 
had listened to Russia's ar¬ 
guments against "a selec¬ 
tive approach to Russian 
business" 

Russia had threatened to 
boycott the gathering if the 
longtime Davos attendees 
were not allowed to at¬ 
tend. WEF officials never 


confirmed whether the 
three had been disinvited. 
On Sunday, WEF head of 
compliance Alois Z/vinggi 
said Davos forum organiz¬ 
ers would host delegations 
from all Group of 20 coun¬ 
tries, including a "high level 
governmental delegation" 
from Russia. 

"Should the delegation in¬ 
clude individuals under 


sanction, all necessary 
measures have been un¬ 
dertaken to ensure that 
their presence would be 
fully compliant with current 
legal conditions," Z/vinggi 
added in a statement. 

It made no reference to 
Deripaska, Kostin or Veksel¬ 
berg. 

The apparent arrange¬ 
ment would allow the oli¬ 


garchs to attend in an of¬ 
ficial delegation. U.S. sanc¬ 
tions could affect anyone 
who does business with 
the three men, potentially 
jeopardizing WEF staffers or 
other participants. 

The Financial Times in Octo¬ 
ber reported that the three 
men were told they were 
not welcome at the Da¬ 
vos gathering next year. All 
three have led companies 
that are high-paying mem¬ 
bers of the WEF. 

A respected Russian online 
publication. The Bell, re¬ 
ported Monday that WEF 
organizers came forward 
with several pre-conditions 
for the sanctioned visitors. 
They are reportedly not al¬ 
lowed to take part in pan¬ 
els organized by U.S. citi¬ 
zens and U.S. authorities or 
to engage in businesstrans- 
actions with U.S. nationals, 
even if that's simply about 
travel arrangements 
Asked about the report. 
Kremlin spokesman Peskov 
said he understood the 


WEF'sjittersabout U.S. sanc¬ 
tions but expressed con¬ 
fidence the businessmen 
would have no problem 
finding useful non-Ameri¬ 
can contactsatthe event. 
WEF says it has always re¬ 
spected the U.S. sanctions 
against the Russians and 
made it clearthat anyone 
who attends the Davos 
event would have to com¬ 
ply with them. 

"Since the introduction of 
the U.S. sanctions in April, 
the forum's position — as 
an organization that has 
offices in the U.S. and that 
has U.S. employees — has 
always been one of com¬ 
plete and strict compli¬ 
ance with all the U.S. sanc¬ 
tions," said Georg Schmitt, 
WEF head of corporate 
affairs. The issue strikes at 
painstaking efforts and 
high-powered legal and 
public relations resources 
that Moscow has mobilized 
against U.S. sanctions that 
have dented Russia's eco¬ 
nomic prospect&G 
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USspoitsvuea rtrac ed to lac toiy in C hina's intemmentc a mps 



In this file image ftom undated video footage mn by China's CCW via AP Video, Muslim trainees 
woik in a gamientlactDry atthe Hotan Vocational Education and Training Center in hlotan, Xinji¬ 
ang, northwest China. 

Associated Ress 


By DAKE KANG 
MARIHA MENDOZA 
YANAN VUANG 
Associated Ress 
H01AN, China (AP) — Chi¬ 
nese men and women 
locked in a massdetention 
camp where authorities a re 
"re-educating" ethnic mi¬ 
norities are sewing clothes 
that have been imported 
allyearbya U.S. sportswear 
company. 

The camp, in Hotan, China, 
is one of a growing num¬ 
ber of internment camps in 
the Xinjiang region, where 
by some estimates 1 mil¬ 
lion Muslims are detained, 
forced to give up their lan¬ 
guage and their religion 
and subject to political 
indoctrination. Now, the 
Chinese government is a Iso 
forcing some detainees to 
work in manufacturing and 
food industries. Some of 
them are within the intern¬ 
ment camps; others are 
privately-owned, state-sub¬ 
sidized factories where de¬ 
tainees are sent once they 
are released. 

The Associated Press has 
tracked recent, ongoing 
shipments from one such 
factory — Hetian Taida 
Apparel — inside an in¬ 
ternment camp to Badger 
Sportswear, a leading sup¬ 
plier in Statesville, North 
Carolina. Badger's clothes 
are sold on college cam- 
pusesandto sportsteams 
across the country, al¬ 
though there is no way to 
tell where any particular 
shirt made in Xinjiang ends 
up. 

The shipments show how 
difficult it is to stop products 
made with forced labor 
from getting into the global 
supply chain, even though 
such imports are illegal in 
the U.S. Badger CEO John 
Anton said Sunday thatthe 
company would halt ship¬ 
ments while it investigates 
Hetian TaIda's chairman 
Wu Hongbo confirmed that 


the company hasa factory 
inside a re-education com¬ 
pound, and said they pro¬ 
vide employment to those 
traineeswho were deemed 
by the government to be 
"unproblematic." 

"We're making our contri¬ 
bution to eradicating pov¬ 
erty," Wu told the AP over 
the phone. 

Chinese authorities say the 
camps offer free vocation¬ 
al training for Uighurs, Ka¬ 
zakhs and other minorities, 
mostly Muslims, as part of a 
plan to bring them into "a 
modemcivilized"worid and 
eliminate poverty in the re¬ 
gion. They say that people 
in the centers have signed 
agreements to receive vo¬ 
cational tra ining. 

The Xinjiang Propaganda 
Department did not re¬ 
spond to a faxed request 
for comment. A Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokes¬ 
woman accused the for¬ 
eign media Monday of 
making "many untrue re¬ 


ports" about the training 
centers, but did not specify 
when asked for details 
'Those reports are com¬ 
pletely based on hearsay 
evidence or made out of 
thin air,"the spokeswoman, 
Hua Chunying, said at a 
daily briefing. 

However, a dozen people 
who either had been in a 
camp orhad friendsorfam- 
ily in one told the AP that 
detainees they knew were 
given no choice but to 
work at the factories Most 
of the Uig burs and Kazakhs, 
who were interviewed in 
exile, also said that even 
people with professional 
jobs were retrained to do 
menial work. 

Payment varied according 
to the factory. Some got 
paid nothing, while others 
earned up to several hun¬ 
dred dollars a month, they 
said — barely above mini¬ 
mum wage for the poorer 
parts of Xinjiang. A person 
with firsthand knowledge of 


the situation in one county 
estimated that more than 
10,000 detainees — or 10 
to 20 percent of the intern¬ 
ment population there — 
are working in factories, 
with some earning just a 
tenth of what they used 
to earn before. The person 
declined to be named out 
of fear of retribution. 

A former reporter for Xin¬ 
jiang TV in exile said that 
during his month-long de¬ 
tention last year, young 
people in his camp were 
taken away in the mornings 
to work without compensa¬ 
tion in carpentry and a ce¬ 
ment factory. 

'The camp didn't pay any 
money, not a single cent," 
he said, asking to be iden¬ 
tified only by his first name, 
Elyar, because he has rela¬ 
tives still in Xinjiang. "Even 
for necessities, such as 
things to shower with or 
sleep at night, they would 
call our families outside to 
get them to pay for it." 


Rushan Abbas, a Uighur 
in Washington, D.C., said 
her sister is among those 
detained. The sister. Dr. 
Gulshan Abbas, was taken 
to what the government 
calls a vocational center, 
although she has no specif¬ 
ic information on whether 
her sister is being forced to 
work. 

"American companies im¬ 
porting from those places 
should know those prod¬ 
ucts are made by people 
being treated like slaves," 
she said. 'What are they 
going to do, train a doctor 
to be a seamstress?" 

Mainur Medetbek's hus¬ 
band did odd repair jobs 
before vanishing into a 
camp in February during 
a visit to China from their 
home in Kazakhstan. She 
has been able to glean a 
sense of his conditions from 
monitored exchanges with 
relatives and from the hus¬ 
band of a woman in the 
same camp. He works in an 
apparel factory and is al¬ 
lowed to leave and spend 
the night with relatives ev¬ 
ery other Saturday. 

Though Medetbek is un¬ 
certain how much her hus¬ 
band makes, the woman 
in his camp earns 600 yuan 
(about $87) a month, less 
than half the local mini¬ 
mum wage and far less 
than what Medetbek's hus¬ 
band used to earn. 

'They say it's a factory, but 
it'san excuse fordetention. 
They don't have freedom, 
there's no time for him to 
talk with me," she said. 
'They say they found a job 
for him. I think it's a concen¬ 
tration camp." 

New jersey Republican 
Congressman Chris Smith, 
a member of the House 
Foreign Relations Commit¬ 
tee, called on the Trump 
Administration Monday to 
ban imports from Chinese 
companiesassociated with 
detention camps.Q 
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Madagascar's presidential runoff pits 2 ex-heads of stale 



A man cycles pasta sheetvendorwith election posters in Anta¬ 
nanarivo, Madagascar, Sunday, Dec. 16,2018. 

Associated Ress 


By lAEimA BEZAIN 
AmANANARIVO, Mada¬ 
gascar (AP) — The Indian 
Ocean island nation of 
Madagascar goes to the 
polls on Wednesday for a 
runoff presidential election 
that features two former 
heads of state who have a 
prickly past. 

Andry Rajoelina received 
39 percent of the vote in 
the first round, while Marc 
Ravalomanana got 35 per¬ 
cent. They face off for the 
first time since political tur¬ 
moil in 2009forced Ravalo¬ 
manana from power. Both 
have said they will accept 
the runoff's results. 

The capital, Antananarivo, 
is vibrant in the final days 
before the vote with the 
orange T-shirts of Rajoelina 
and the white and green 
ones of Ravalomanana 
worn by hundreds of sup¬ 
porters. Minibuses fill the 


streets with ringing chants 
for one candidate or the 
other. 

Ten million voters are reg¬ 
istered in what the World 
Bank calls one of the 
world's poorest nations, 
though one rich in eco¬ 
logical diversity. More than 
two-thirdsofthe population 
of 25 million live in extreme 
poverty, while corruption is 
widespread. 

The 44-year-old Rajoelina 
says Madagascar needs 
a young leader and he 
pitchesgrand plansforthe 
future. He was president 
from 2009 to 2014 during a 
tra nsitio na I g o ve m me nt. 

"I will build a factory that 
makes solar panels so that 
every home will have elec¬ 
tricity," he vowed during 
a rally on Friday in Miand- 
rivazo in the central part 
of the country. The previ¬ 
ous day he promised 10 


helicopters to help a rural 
southern community com¬ 
bat banditry. 

Forhispart, the 69-year-old 
Ravalomanana, who led 
Madagascar from 2002 to 
2009, is appealing to voters 
based on his experience. 
'You need a competent, 
mature leader,"he said in a 


speech in the capital early 
this month. 

The rivals have used the 
campaign to snipe at each 
other, highlighting their 
tense history. 

'We need a democrat, not 
a putschist. We will not ac¬ 
cept a president who di¬ 
vides the country," Ravalo¬ 


manana said. He had to 
quit the presidency in 2009 
after a series of military- 
backed challenges sup¬ 
ported by Rajoelina, who 
was the capital's mayor at 
the time. 

For his part, Rajoelina has 
responded that "we must 
fight against dictatorship 
and egoism." 

In a poor neighborhood of 
the capital, Manarintsoa 
Atsinanana, the candi¬ 
dates' promises are inspir¬ 
ing few people to dream. 
"I'm one of those people 
who will never be con¬ 
vinced because no matter 
who it is, Ravalomanana or 
Rajoelina, they'll never put 
any food on my plate. They 
ignore the people's pover¬ 
ty," Tatiana Rabenirina said 
bitterly. She stood in front 
of her tiny home fashioned 
from planksand otherodds 
and ends.Q 


Cambodia's biggest hydiopowerdam nowpioducing eiectricity 



In thisjan. 10, 2018, file photo, China's RemierLi Keqiang, left; 
heads to the meeting loom wHh his Cambodian counteipait 
Hun Sen before the opening of the Mekong-Lane a ng Coopera¬ 
tion foium Leadeis Meeting in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 

Associated ness 


^SOPHENG CHEANG 
Associated ness 
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP) — Cambodia's larg¬ 
est hydropower project of¬ 
ficially began producing 
electricity Monday as the 
country tries to increase its 
energy capacity to reduce 
energy imports and help 
jump-start industrial expan¬ 
sion. 

Prime MinisterHun Sen inau- 
gurated the 400-megawatt 
Lower Sesan II hydropower 
dam in the northeastern 
province of Stung Treng. 
The project, constructed 
on a build-operate-transfer 
basis, will boost the coun¬ 
try's production of electric¬ 


ity by 20 percent, accord¬ 
ing to the Ministry of Mines 
and Energy. 

It was built over four years 
at a cost of nearly $800 mil¬ 
lion and is a joint venture 
of China's Hydrolancang 
International Energy, which 
has a 51 percent stake, 
Cambodia's Royal Group 
with 39 percent and Viet¬ 
nam's EVN International 
with 10 percent. 

The dam is expected to 
bring in almost $30 million 
in tax revenue yearly. Own¬ 
ership will be handed over 
to the government after 40 
years. 

Opponentssaythe dam will 
damage the biodiversity of 


two tributaries of the Me¬ 
kong River and devastate 
the livelihoods and homes 
of thousands of people. As 
many as 100,000 people 
could lose the ability to 
catch fish. 

The dam is the seventh 
commercial-scale hydro- 
power dam in Cambodia, 
bringing hydropower pro¬ 
duction to 1,328 mega¬ 
watts 

Hydropower supplies 45 
percent of Cambodia's 
e lec trie ity c 0 nsu m p tio n, fo I- 
lowed by 35 percent from 
coal-fired power plants 
and about 5 percent from 
petroleum and alternative 
energy.G 
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Ihankyou our beloved Marijke Croes 


ORANJ E51AD - All the col¬ 
leagues of Bon Dia Aiuba 
and Amba 1bday came to¬ 
gether to celebrate the le- 
maikable 27th anniveisary 
of our beloved colleague 
Marijke Ctoes* who at the 
same time began her te- 
tiiement 

Croes was part of the 
group that founded Carib¬ 
bean Speed Printers N.V. 
and was in charge of the 
first publication of both the 
Bon Dia Aruba and Aruba 
Today newspapers 
As a member of the sales 
department, Croes, was 
well-known and very ap¬ 
preciated by our business 
partners and local market¬ 
ing agencies. Croeswasal- 
ways ready to go beyond 
the call of duty to please 
her clients. She was able 
to step in and help in any 
way possible to see that 
Bon Dia_which she calls her 
baby_suc ceded. 
Surrounded by her col¬ 
leagues, Croes shared 
some funny stories about 
"herbaby" which she loves 
with all her heart. The pas¬ 
sion and love was felt in 
every word she spoke and 
there were tears in hereyes. 
She stated that it wasn't an 
easy desicion to leave Bon 
Dia behind to go into retire¬ 
ment seeing the love she 
hasforherjob. 

Everyone received a rose 
from Croes as a token of 
appreciation. Her kindness, 
her smile, her passion, her 
professionalism, and most 
of all, her responsiblity to- 
wardsthe job will be missed 
by all of us. We might not 
see her everyday, but we 
can still listen to her unique 
and beautiful voice on the 
radio where she hosts a 
program with oldiessongs 
Aruba Today, togetherwith 
Bon Dia Aruba, wants to 
Thank Marijke Croes for all 
the wonderful years she 
hasdedicated here, at her 
home-away- from -home, 
and we wish her a well in 
her retirement. We shall 
miss you dearlyQ 




















ORANJ ESnVD — Hie count¬ 
down just began for the an¬ 
nual event of Cadushi Festi¬ 
val whic h this yea r ma iks Hs 
9th edition and the 5th with 
the Christmas sphere. Ihey 
are ready to show you a 
unique side of Aruba. 

The idea forthisfestival was 
bomoutofa perceived ne¬ 
cessity for a different kind 
of activity on the island, an 
inspiring alternative gather¬ 
ing place for curious souls 
which could simultaneously 
serve as a showcase for lo¬ 
cal artists, small business, 
brave hearts and creative, 
out-of-the-box entrepre¬ 
neurs. 

Having lived in the Nether¬ 
lands for many years, the 
founding members Carina 
and Julienne had been 
missing the festival ambi¬ 
ance ever since returning 
back home and decided 
to recreate this through 
the activity which is now 
known as the Cadushi Fes¬ 
tival. The very first Cadushi 
festival took place back in 
2014 in the garden behind 


a friend's yoga studio on a 
low-budget and was com¬ 
pletely independent. The 
first Cadushi Festival had 
an amazing response and 
it set the tone for the festi¬ 
ve Is to follow. 

The Cad ushi Festive I a imsto 
inspire and connect peo¬ 
ple of all walks of life, both 
adults and kids, who seek 
enric hment of their lives on 
a physical, mental and spir¬ 
itual level. The festival pro¬ 
motes a more conscious 
lifestyle and highlighs the 
importance of supporting 
local artists, artisans, small 
business owners and cre- 


atives in general. Aware¬ 
ness promoting activities 
such as meditation, yoga, 
handmade, recycled, reus¬ 
able products and health 
conscious products can 
also be found at the Ca¬ 
dushi Festival. You will fur¬ 
thermore find a variety of 
unique food and beverage 
stands and activities such 
as sound healing, tarot, 
creative workshopsand live 
performances.The Cadushi 
Festival is not only aimed at 
the locals but also at the 
tourists showing them a dif¬ 
ferent and unique side of 
Aruba, encouraging them 


to live mindfully as well as 
to support Aruba's local 
artists and entrepreneurs 
while enjoying their stay in 
Aruba. 

Slow down, buy local, is the 
Cadushi Festival's slogan. 
Slow down, in order to re¬ 
turn to our natural ways, 
live more consciously and 
mindfully as a way to bal¬ 
ance out the tendency 
to make everything faster 
(fast food, fast living etc). 
And lastly, buy local, which 
foe uses on supporting local 
artists, the creative and the 
entrepreneurial community 
while encouraging new 


and unique initiatives. 
Upcoming Saturday De¬ 
cember 22nd the Cadushi 
Festival awaits you at the 
Nikki Habibe square in the 
heart of Oranjestad from 5 
PM to 11 PM. Come gath¬ 
er and connect with other 
like-minded individuals in a 
positive and nourishing set¬ 
ting where you will be sure 
to leave feeling inspired, 
energized and empow¬ 
ered. 

For more information visit 
their facebook page Ca¬ 
dushi Festival. □ 


Iburism bolsiBts economy in the fitstsix months of 2018 


Table; Main economic indicators first two quarters of 2018 


Indicatar 

3017 Jan jun 

2018 Jan jun 

Change 

Holet revenue per available room JU 5 $) Stay-over 
visitors (nurnbers) Cruise visitors (numbers) 

Construction permits (Afl, million) Imports of machinery 
and electrotfichnical equipmi^nt (Afl. mlllton) Turnover 
tax receipts (Afl. million) Taxes on income and prnfil 
(Afl. million) Twelvc-mDuth a verage rate of Inflation 
(percent) Consumer confidence index (second quarter,, 
index points) Covernment debt^t&CDf^ ratio 

224 516,743 
435.13? 313 
14505^3 

344.3 0.4 

94.4 88.1 

25i 540r3?7 
437r245l62 
162,8 33^0 

258.1 o.S 
93.885.6 

28 13,634 
2,108-15117-8 

2 ? 13^^ 13 
-0.6 -2.5 


ORANJ E51AD — Today the 
Cenbale Bank van Aiuba 
(CBA) publishes the State 
of the Economy of the fiist 
two quartets of 2018. this 
publication provides a syn¬ 
opsis of the local and in¬ 
ternational economic de¬ 
velopments of this period. 
Ihe highlights hereof are 
presented below, including 
a summaiy of main eco¬ 
nomic indicators. 

In comparison to 2017, 
Aruba's economy seems to 
have performed marginally 
better in the first six months 
of 2018. The available tour¬ 
ism indicators show con¬ 
sistent buoyant develop¬ 
ments as the number of 
stay-over and cruise visitors, 
nights spent, as well as ho¬ 
tel occupancy and hotel 
revenues turned into mark¬ 
edly strong growth figures 
Ukewise, tourism receipts 
asreported by commercial 
banks trended strongly in 
the first six months of 2018. 
The upbeat effects of tour¬ 
ism development a re, how¬ 
ever, mitigated in part by 


the mixed results emanat¬ 
ing from various consump¬ 
tion and investment indica¬ 
tors. Consumerconfidence 
declined, while business 
confidence contracted. 
On the other hand, the pro¬ 
ceeds from consumption- 
related taxes increased, 
whereas on-going large 
investment projects con¬ 
tinued, and the value of 
housing mortgages grew. 
Imports expanded signifi¬ 
cantly in almosteverycate- 
gory, likely driven by higher 
demand from tourists and 
large investment projects 
Combined with declining 
(non-tourism) exports, this 
increase in imports signified 
a further deterioration of 
Aruba'strade deficit. 

CPI inflation saw an up¬ 


ward trend in the first half 
of 2018 resulting in an end- 
of-period inflation of 3.4 
percent in June. Gasoline 
prices on average picked 
up by 10.6 percent in the 
first two quarters of 2018. 
Fruit prices experienced a 
spike of 4.0 percent from 
January to February 2018 
(month on month), due to 
the closure of the Venezu¬ 
elan border for trade with 
Aruba. Inflation isanticipat- 
ed to rise further, pushed 
up by the higher turnover 
tax rate and EAZV rate as 
of J uly 1, 2018. 

Total money supply wid¬ 
ened to Afl. 4,330.7 million 
by end J une 2018. This was 
caused mainly by an Afl. 
126.2 million net expan¬ 
sion of credit to the public 


sector as a result of the net 
purchase of issued govern¬ 
ment paper by the com¬ 
mercial banks. The devel¬ 
opment of the net 
foreign assets' position is 
a bove the tra d itiona I norms 
monitored bythe Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) of 
the CBA. Reserves thus re¬ 
mained at an adequate 
level throughout the first 
two quarters of 2018. Do¬ 
mestic credit extended to 
the private sector expand¬ 
ed by 0.8 percent to Afl. 
3,159.2 million at the end of 
the second quarterof 2018 
compared to the end of 
the fourth qua iter of 2017. 
The fiscal deficit (on a cash 
basis) of the Government 
of Aruba improved to Afl. 
2.9 million, or -0.1 percent 


of GDP, for the first half of 
2018. Revenues showed 
a significant growth, ris¬ 
ing by 10.9 percent (-rAfl. 
65.7 million) compared to 
the first half of 2017. Driv¬ 
ing this revenue growth 
was an expansion in both 
tax revenues and non-tax 
revenues. Stronger com¬ 
pliance helped to bolster 
tax revenue collection, to 
some extent supported by 
the continued effortsofthe 
Tax Office to collect tax ar¬ 
rears. The jump in non-tax 
revenue was due mainly 
to higher dividend income 
revenue from state-owned 
companies (-rAfl. 49.6 mil¬ 
lion). Expenditure outlays 
fell slightly by Afl. 4.9 million 
to Afl. 675.2 million in the 
period underreview, asde- 
velopment fund spending 
halted with the cessation of 
this fund. The government 
debt reached Afl. 4,178.9 
million. As a result, the 
debt-to-GDP ratio stood at 
85.6 percent at the end of 
the period, 1.2 percentage 
points lower than at the 
end of 2017. □ 
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NOVEMBER 30 - DECEMBER 23,2018 

12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 

Ploy every Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 



100,000 POINTS AWARDED EACH DAY* 

Ten daily winners of 10,000 pointsi 

Earn 25 points or 4 table credits and swipe at 
any kiosk to play. Ploy up to five times each day. 



open daily l.()afn te^om £3^. Irausquin 
'"^^^'583.5000.1 cQsfnoalhanibro.(om 
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Earn DOUBLE POINTS 
All Day Long! 

Use your Players' Club Card 
/ to ploy our slols from 10am to 4Dm 
and well DOUBLE your points! 




THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering c wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon S Spa Services, 
Souvenirs ond more. 
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Aoiba to Me 

ORANJ ESIAD - We would like to por- 
tia ityou! By inviting you to send usyour 
favorite vacation picture while enjoy¬ 
ing our Happy Island. Complete the 

sentence: Aruba to me is. Send 

your picture with that text (including 
your name and where you ate from) 
to: news(gatubatoday.com and we 
will publish yourvacation memory. 

Isn’t that a special way to keep your 
best moments alive? Please do note: 
By submitting photos, text ora ny other 
materials, you give permission to The 
Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, as 
well as names, likeness, etc. for pro¬ 
motional purposes without compen¬ 
sation. 

Last but not least: checkout our web¬ 
site and Facebook page! Thank you 
forsupporting ourfree newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy readerev- 
ery day again. 

For today's newspaper we received 
some great pictures from Nancy 
Fletch from Buffalo, New York. She 
wrote: "Aruba to me is sunset^ San¬ 
ta, special occasions and of course 
Balashi".G 
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Asi EsMi Pern lestauiant launches Chef 1able SCouise Menu: 

"Kfeelslike having dinner at home in Pern" 



EAGLE BEACH - Petiivian-bom Roxanna Salinas is the proud owner of a restaurant that 
without doubt serves the purestPeiuvianspecialtiesinAiuba: Asi EsMi Peru at Paradise 
Beach VillasL She heiseif welcomes you in 'herhome' as that is how the restaurant is de¬ 
scribed by Peruvian foodies: Food like home, forsure the best compliment a restaurant 
can get "Everything here is 100 % Peruvian, we are authentic and ethnicPeru by the 
way isconsidered to be the single most important cuisine in Latin America with a reper¬ 
toire of dishes that might even beat Fiance. Many big-name chefs travel to the country 
to get inspired. 

How it All Started 

"Many years ago during a Christmas gathering with family my mom told me why I did 
not open a Peruvian restaurant in Aruba. She said: who does not love Peruvian food?" 
That wasthe triggerforthe start because Roxanne loves cooking, it is in hergenes Her 
mom and grandmother were great cooks. "My base principle was to do everything 
original and authentic. When guests come to this restaurant I want to serve them the 
food as if you were dining the best dishes in a house in Peru. The taste is equal, noth¬ 
ing is fused or changed. Many Peruvians that come here say: I feel like I am having 
dinnerat home. It is very difficult to please Peruvians as naturally they know best what 
is authentic." To find herChefand SousChef she went to Peru where she interviewed 
190 applicants. "We had more than 400 people that applied, after a screening that my 
brother and I did, we were left with 190 and out of them 10 cooked forme. I gave them 
a basket with ingredients and a certain plate they had to cook. Based on that I chose 


Cheflable SCouise Menu 

Peruvian food is remarkable forthe 
diversity of its ingredients. It might 
be best known for its ceviche, the 
marinated seafood dish, but best¬ 
sellers are also Lomo Saltado (stirfry 
strips sirloin), seafood rice and Pes- 
cado a lo Macho (fish of the day). 
Roxanne explains that recently the 
Chef launched a S-course Chef Ta¬ 
ble Menu. "Now that we have stan¬ 
dardized our typical Peruvian cui¬ 
sine, we are ready to take it to the 


the Chef and SousChef." 





i 






next level. OurChef is very knowledgeable and we bring 
highercuisine to the table." Of the 5 coursesthe first is the 
■firadito Tres Regiones, and the 2nd the Majao de Yuca 
con Pargo Escabechado paired with a wonderful San¬ 
tiago Ruiz Alba rino; The 3rd plate isa Cremosa de Quinoa 
con Aji Relleno paired with a Hahn Pinot Noir, the 4th the 
Lomo con Salsa de HongosAndinospaired with a Merlot 
Santa Margarita, and the 5th a Crocante de Maracuya. 
Try this wonderful culinary experience! 

Roxanne explains that the Peruvian food is influenced by 
different cultures "A lot of people came from China to 
work in the sugar plantations, J apanese came to work in 
the rice fie Id sand African immigrants brought their influ¬ 
ences as well... that's why you see a fusion in the dishes 
The typical food and plates from Peru mixed with these 
influences make up for an excellent cuisine. Our sushi 
for example is totally different than the standard sushi 
and we have so many pastas that are outside of Italian 
pastas. The variety of com, more than 500 variety of po¬ 
tatoes... I can go on and on." I guess you will need to 
try it for yourself as Roxanne’s place is unique. Asi Es Mi 
Peru is open every day from 12 noon -10:30 pm. They are 
closed on Monday evening. Have a peak on their web¬ 
site https://www.asiesmiperuenaruba.com/ orFacebook 
aa esmi peru. □ 
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APCoach 
of the Year: 
Notre Dame's 
Kelly wins 
for 2nd time 


SPORTS 


In this Oct. 13, 2018, file pho¬ 
to, Notre Dame head coach 
Brian Kelly watches during the 
second half of an NCAA col¬ 
lege football game against 
Pittsburgh, in South Bend, Ind. 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer 

Notre Dame's Brian Kelly is 
The Associated Press col¬ 
lege football Coach of the 
Year and the third coach 
to win the award twice 
since it was established in 
1998. 

Kelly received 16 of 58 first- 
place votes from AP col¬ 
lege football poll voters 
and 81 total points. Ala¬ 
bama's Nick Saban was 
second with 16 first-place 
votes and 66 points and 
Central Florida first-year 
coach Josh Heupel was 
third with 33 points (five 
first-place votes). 

Twelve coaches received 
at least one first-place 
vote and eight received at 
least three for the award 
announced Monday. 
Washington State's Mike 
Leach finished fcurth with 
26 points (three first-place 
votes) and Syracuse's Dina 
Babers was fifth with 25 
(five first-place vctes). 

Kelly jo ins Saban and TCU's 
Gary Patterson as two- 
time winners. Kelly wasalso 
coach of the year in 2012. 

Continued on Page 23 


NFC 




IS c line h 


A 

shut 

Indianapolis Colts quarterback Andrew Luck reacts as he leaves the field following an NFL football game against the Dallas Cow¬ 
boys, Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018, in Indianapolis. 

Associated Ress 
Page 20 
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Austria's Marcel Hiisc her crosses the finish line to win a ski World 
Cup men's Rarallel Giant Slalom, in AHa Badia, Italy, Monday, 
Dec. 17, 201B. 

Associated Ress 



In this May 29,2018, file photo, Serena Williams returns a shotagainstKrystyna Hiskova during their 
first-round match of the Bench Open tennis tournament in Parish Ranee. 


Associated Ress 


hirsc her wins patallel 
GS; ties for 3id on 
all-time win list 


WIA c hanges lules aflecting players 
letuming fiom piegnancy 


lA VIUA, Italy (AP) — Mar¬ 
cel Hirscher extended his 
dominance in Alta Badia 
by winning a parallel giant 
slalom night race on Mon¬ 
day and tied fellow Austri¬ 
an Annemarie Moser-Proell 
forthird on the World Cup's 
all-time wins list. 

Hirscher beat unheralded 
fhibaut Favnot of France in 
the final by 0.14seconds. 

ItwasHirscher'ssecond win 
in two days after taking the 
traditional GS race on Sun¬ 
day. 

He has a record eight ca¬ 
reer victories on the Gran 
Risa course. 

It was also the 62nd World 
Cup victory of Hirscher^s 
career, putting him level 
with Moser-Pnoell and be¬ 
hind only record-holder In- 
gemar Stenmark (86 wins) 
and Lindsey Vonn (82). 

"In a skiing nation like Aus¬ 
tria that is something very 
special," Hirscher said. 
"Unfortunately, I never 
watched (Moser-Pnoell) 
race but it's always nice to 
talk to Annemarie. I really 
like how much apprecia¬ 
tion she shows for current 
ski racing." With his first par¬ 
allel GSwin in his fourth try 
in Badia, Hirscher has now 
won all types of technical 
races: Traditional slaloms 
and giant slaloms, city 
event parallel slaloms and 


parallel GS. 

Favrot made the podium 
in only his 12th World Cup 
race; his best previous re¬ 
sults were 17th in a GS in 
Germany last season and 
18th on Sunday. 

Alexis Pinturault of France 
won the small final forthird 
place, beating defending 
champion Matts Olsson of 
Sweden by 0.18. 

Pinturault also finished third 
on Sunday. 

Needing to complete six 
runs to win in a knockout 
format, skiers were shuttled 
back up to the start after 
each leg on offroad vehi- 
clesfollowing brief pit stops 
with their ski technicians. 
Hirsc her extended his over¬ 
all World Cup lead to 139 
points over fellow Austrian 
Max Franz, who was elimi¬ 
nated in the first round. 
Three more technical races 
— one giant slalom and 
two slaloms — are sched¬ 
uled forSaalbach, Austria, 
and Madonna Di Campi- 
glio, Italy, this week. 

'These were two very hard 
days," Hirscher said. 'This 
whole schedule for all 
athletes is pretty hard to 
manage but it is working 
out amazing at the mo¬ 
ment and hopefully I can 
take this form with me to 
the races in Saalbach and 
Madonna 


ST. PE1ERSBURG, Ha. (AP) 

— The women's tennis tour 
approved rule changes 
Monday that are meant 
to ensure players are not 
penalized after they return 
from pregnancy or an in¬ 
jury that causes a long ab¬ 
sence. 

The changes were prompt¬ 
ed, in part, by the experi- 
encesof formerNo. 1 play¬ 
ers Serena Williams and 
Victoria Azarenka, both of 
whom returned to compe¬ 
tition after giving birth. 

The WIA announced that 
players returning to the tour 
may use a special ranking 
for up to three years after 
the birth of a child, and the 
exemption can be used for 
seedingsat big events. 
Williams, who owns an 
Open-era record 23 Grand 
Slam singles titles, was un¬ 
seeded atthisyear's French 
Open in herfirst majorsince 
the birth of her daughter 

— despite having won the 
previous major she played, 
the 2017 Australian Open. 
Williams was seeded 25th 
at Wimbledon and 17th 
at the U.S. Open, and she 
reached the finals and lost 
at both of those majors. 
Players who return from an 
injury that keeps them out 
of competition fora yearor 
longer may use a special 
ranking in 12 tournaments. 
No player will be bumped 
from her earned seeded 


position. 

'These changes,"WTA CEO 
and chairman Steve Simon 
said, "are designed to fully 
support players in their re¬ 
turn to competition, while 
maintaining the highest 
standards of athletic com¬ 
petition and fairness." 

The tour also said it will en¬ 
sure women at WTA tourna¬ 
ments "a re not penalized or 
prohibited from wearing 
leggings or compression 
shorts without a skirt, dress 
0 r sho rts 0 ve r the m." 
Williams wore a black 
bodysuit at the French 
Open, where she pulled 
out with an injury before 
the fourth round. Williams 


said she wore the compres¬ 
sion suit because of a histo¬ 
ry of blood clots, including 
afterchildbirth. 

This fall, the president of 
the French Tennis Federa¬ 
tion said Williams could 
no longer wear the black 
bodysuit at the French 
Open. Azarenka, a mem¬ 
ber of the WTA Players' 
Council, said she wants to 
make sure the WTA is 'the 
most progressive and inclu¬ 
sive association in sports" 
'Our players should feel 
comfortable and confident 
to take time away from the 
courts to have a family or 
recover from injury," Aza¬ 
renka said.Q 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Moffo at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successfui fishermen of the 
estabiished seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and tove for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was born. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 3Sft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood"or on their 
more spacious 37fl twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy" Both yachts are available 
for charters from Bam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm (6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.corn or call Herbert direct at 
(297)-5924040, 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.driftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297)-5832S15 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


Eastfeatures MVP candidates even with LeBion in the West 



In this Dec. 9, 2018, file photo, Ibionto Raptois fon/uaid Kavuhi 
teonaid (2) putspiessuie on Milwaukee Bucksfbn/uaid Giannis 
Anietokounmpo (34) ashe iooksfbrthe passduring second haif 
NBA basketbaii action in Ibionto. 

Associated Ress 


By SCHUYLER DIXON 
AP Sports VUKter 

With eight shopping days 
to Christmas, the NBA's de¬ 
cision to have Milwaukee's 
Giannis Antetokounmpo 
and Philadelphia's) oel Em- 
biid in its holiday lineup is 
more than just sides in an- 
otherhoop smorgasbord. 

It puts the spotlight on — 
and raises a question — 
about the MVP race, as in, 
who in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence is a legitimate con¬ 
tender. It's a question be¬ 
cause the last East MVP, 
LeBron James going on 
six years ago, has moved 
West. 

Of course, the conversa¬ 
tion has to include the big¬ 
gest name to go the op¬ 
posite direction this past 
offseason: Toronto's Kawhi 
Leonard, who forced his 
way out of San Antonio in a 
trade after missing most of 
last season with a mysteri¬ 
ous leg injury. 

"Oh yeah," first-year At¬ 
lanta coach Lloyd Pierce 


declared about the East's 
MVP hopes 

'We missed Kawhi last 
year and the people that 
coached a gainst him didn't 
for a reason," said Pierce, 
who was an assistant with 
the 76ers for Embiid's first 
two seasons. "He's a domi¬ 
nant two-way player. Ante¬ 
tokounmpo is unbelievable 
and his growth continues 
to rise every game, every 
year." 

The 'GreekFreak"opensthe 
Christmas lineup a week 
from Tuesday with a visit to 
Madison Square Garden to 
fa c e the Knic ks, a nd Emb iid 
will play at East rival Boston. 
Leonard and the Raptors 
don't play Dec. 25. 

The 7-foot Embiid is sixth in 
scoring, third in rebounding 
and eighth in blocks with 
the Sxerssitting fourth in the 
East going into Sunday's 
games. Another West star, 
New Orleans' Anthony Da¬ 
vis, is the other player in the 
top eight in those three cat¬ 
egories. "It's a little tougher 


for those big guys to get 
in the mix, but I think Joel, 
he'll make his mark," Pierce 
said. "He's got to be if not 
an MVP, a defensive player 
of the yearcandidate, first- 
team all-defensive player 
this year." 

If Antetokounmpo can get 
his 26.6-point scoring aver¬ 
age back to 27, he has a 
chance to be the first to 
average that many points 
along with at least 13 re¬ 
bounds and six assists per 
game. The Bucks star is 
eighth in scoring and fifth in 
rebounding. 

"He's doing things I think 
LeBron's doing," Indiana 
coach Nate McMillan said. 
"He'sa forward playing the 
point. He's an excellent 
passer, a willing passer, he 
pushesthe ball in transition. 
He can score. He's assisting, 
he's rebounding." 

Leonard hasmissed games 
with foot and hip injuries, 
along with the occasional 
rest on the second night of 
a back-to-back after miss¬ 


ing all but nine gamesof his 
final season with the Spurs 
because ofthe leg injury. 
"Khawi is certainly an MVP- 
caliber player and I keep 
saying that because of 
how good he is at the de¬ 
fensive end makes him one 


ofthe most interesting can¬ 
didates," Raptors coach 
Nick Nurse said. "His domi¬ 
nance at times on that 
end ofthe floor, along with 
dropping in 25-30 points, 
makes him a two-way inter¬ 
esting candidate.'□ 
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Beaisclinch Ist playofF berth since 2010, beat Rackets 



C hkago Beais linebac ker KhaIII Mac k (52) sac ks G leen Bay l^c keis quaiteibac k Aaion Rodgeis 
(12) during the fiisthalf of an NH. football game Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018, in Chicago. 

Associated FYess 


By Ihe Assoc iated Ress 
CHICAGO (AP) — Mitch¬ 
ell Trubisky threw for two 
touchdowns, Eddie Jack- 
son ended Aaron Rodgers' 
NFL-record streak without 
an interception and the 
Chicago Bears clinched 
the NFC North with a 24-17 
victory over the Green Bay 
Packerson Sunday. 

The Bears (10-4) secured 
their first playoff appear¬ 
ance since the 2010 team 
won the division, and 
clinching with a rare vic¬ 
tory overtheir heated rivals 
made it all the more sweet. 
The loss, coupled with Min¬ 
nesota's 41-17 victory over 
Miami, keeps the Packers 
out of the postseason for 
the second yearin a row. 
Chicago had dropped 
nine of 10 against Green 
Bay (5-8-1). But the Bears 
secured their first trip to the 
playoffs in eight years with 
their seventh win in eight 
games. 

Fora team that came into 
the season with fourstnaight 
last-place finishes, it's quite 
a turnaround. But with the 
hiring of coach Matt Nagy 
and trade for Khalil Mac kin 
a busy offseason, the Bears 
made a huge jump. 
Trubisky gave them a 21- 
14 lead early in the fourth 
quarterwith a 13-yard pass 
to Trey Burton in the left 
side of the end zone. After 
stopping the Packers, Tarik 
Cohen returned a punt 
44 yards to the 15. But he 
stepped out of bounds a 
yard short on a third-and-5 
at the 10 when he easily 
could have gotten the first 
down. 

That forced the Bears to 
settle for a field goal by 
Cody Parkey, making it 24- 
14. The Packers then drove 
to the 9, but on third down, 
Jackson picked off Rodg¬ 
ers, ending hisstreakat402 
passes. 

S1EEL£RS 17, PAIRIOIS10 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Rookie 
running backj aylen Samu¬ 
els, making his second start 
in place of injured James 
Conner, ran for a career- 
high 142 yards and made 
a critical third-down recep¬ 
tion in the fourth quarter. 
Pittsburgh snapped a 
three-game losing streakas 
Ben Roethlisberger threw 
for 235 yards with two first- 


half touchdowns and two 
interceptions. The Steelers 
(8-5-1) remained in front of 
Baltimore in the AFC North 
with two weeks to go in the 
season. 

Chris Boswell, who has 
struggled so badly this sea¬ 
son the team held open 
tryouts during the week, 
atoned for a 32-yard miss 
in the third quarter by drill¬ 
ing a 48-yarder with 2:30 
remaining. 

Pittsburgh's defense, which 
let fourth-quarter leads slip 
away each of the last two 
games, made it stand. 
The Patriots (9-5) missed a 
chance to clinch their 10th 
straight AFC East title when 
Tom Brady's pass into the 
end zone for Julian Edel- 
man was knocked down 
by Pittsburgh's Morgan Bur¬ 
nett. 

Brady finished 25 of 36 for 
279 yards with a touch¬ 
down and an interception 
while losing to the Steelers 
for the first time since 2011 
and just the third time in 14 
career meetings. The un¬ 
characteristically sloppy 
Patriots were flagged 14 
times for 106 yards 
EAG1£S30, RAMS23 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Nick 
Foies and the Philadelphia 
Eagles hope they're about 
to make another late-sea- 
son run that beginswith an- 
otherbig road win overthe 
Rams. 

Foies took over for Carson 


Wentz and passed for 270 
yards, and Wendell Small¬ 
wood rushed fortwo touch¬ 
downs in the Eagles'victory 
over Los Angeles. 

Rookie Josh Adams also 
rushed for a score as the 
Eagles (7-7) kept their play¬ 
off hopes a live with a gritty 
victory over the Rams (11- 
3), who lost consecutive 
regular-season games for 
the first time in coach Sean 
McVay's tenure. 

The Eagles scored 17 con¬ 
secutive points in the third 
quarter and then survived 
the Rams' late rally. They 
got help from Los Angeles 
returner JoJo Natson, who 
fumbled a punt return that 
D.J. Alexander recovered 
with 2:51 to play. 

After Philadelphia's) ake El¬ 
liott missed a field goal with 
1:08 left, J a red Goff got the 
Rams to the Philadelphia 
18 with 4 seconds to play 
— but he couldn't connect 
with Josh Reynolds on a 
pass to the goal line astime 
expired. 

COLTS 23, COVVBOYS 0 

INDIANAPOUS (AP) — Mar¬ 
lon Mack rushed fora ca¬ 
reer-high 139yardsand two 
scores and the Colts shut 
outone ofthe league's hot¬ 
test offenses. The Colts(8-6) 
stayed in the AFC playoff 
hunt with their seventh win 
in eight games and their 
first shutout since a 27-0 vic¬ 
tory ove r Cincinnati on Oct. 
19, 2014. Dallas (8-6) failed 


to clinch the NFC East as its 
five-game winning streak 
ended. 

Mack starred in Sunday's 
big show. He set the tone 
by running through a tack¬ 
le fora 19-yard gain on his 
first carry, wound up carry¬ 
ing 22 times and matching 
a career high with the two 
scoring runs — all against 
the league's No. 3 rushing 
defense. 

It marked the first time since 
Week 9 that Da Has allowed 
a team to top the 100-yard 
mark, and the Cowboys 
were shut out for the first 
time in more than 15 years. 
New England was the pre¬ 
vious team to achieve the 
feat with a 12-0 victory on 
Nov. 16, 2003. 

Mack even outperformed 
Ezekiel Elliott, who came 
into the weekend as the 
NFL's leading rusher. Elliott 
had 18 carries for 87 yards 
and caught seven passes 
for 41 yards. 

49ERS 26, SEAHAVVK5 23 
SANTA CLARA, Calif. (AP) — 
Robbie Gould kicked a 36- 
yard field goal with 3:06 left 
in overtime and the 49ers 
snapped a 10-game losing 
stre a k a g a inst Se a ttle. 

Nick Mullens threw for 275 
yards and a touchdown 
to help the 49ers(4-10) win 
consecutive games for the 
first time this season. Richie 
James Jr. returned a kick 
97 yards for a touchdown 
and Gould kicked fourfield 


goals to give San Francisco 
its first win in the rivalry since 
2013, when Jim Harbaugh 
wasstill coach. 

The Seahawks (8-6) had 
their four-game winning 
streaksnapped and missed 
a chance to clinch a play¬ 
off berth. Russell Wilson 
threw for 237 ya rds with two 
TD passes to Doug Baldwin 
and ChrisCarson nanforll9 
yardsand a score forSeat- 
tle. But Wilson was unable 
to generate any points on 
hisfinal three drives. 
VIKINGS41, D01PHINS18 
MINNEAPOUS (AP) — Dal- 
vin Cookhad a career-high 
136 yards and two touch¬ 
downs on a season-high 
19 carries asthe Vikings re¬ 
committed themselves to 
running the ball. 

Latavius Murray added 68 
rushing yards and a score 
on 15 of the team's sea¬ 
son-high 40 attempts The 
Vikings (7-6-1) converted 
each of their first three 
drives under interim offen¬ 
sive coordinator Kevin Ste¬ 
fa nski into touchdowns be¬ 
fore turning the game over 
to the defense. Anthony 
Barr and Danielle Hunter 
each had two ofthe nine 
sacks of Ryan Tannehill, to¬ 
taling 71 lost yards for the 
Dolphins(7-7). Miami came 
crashing down from the 
euphoria of defeating New 
England with that double¬ 
lateral 69-yard score on the 
final play last week. 

Minkah Fitzpatrick returned 
an interception 50yardsfor 
a touchdown in the second 
quarter and Kalen Ballage 
scored on a 75-yard run on 
the first snap ofthe second 
half to bring the Dolphins 
within 21-17. But on their 
next five possessions they 
netted a staggering mi¬ 
nus-27 yards on 16 plays. 
Though Chicago won 
the NFC North by beat¬ 
ing Green Bay, the Vikings 
moved a critical step closer 
to returning to the postsea¬ 
son. With enough help, they 
could clinch the second 
wild-card spot next week. 
inANS17,GIAmS0 
EASTRLfTHERFORD, N.J. (AP) 
— Bruising halfback Der¬ 
rick Henry had his second 
straight big game with a 
career-high 33 carries for 
170 yards rushing and two 
touchdowns.Q 







Simnnons» Bnbiid lead 76eis 
pastCavs in Butter's letum 


By Ihe Assoc iated Ress 
CIB/ELAND (AP) — Ben 

Simmons had 22 points, 
11 rebounds and 14 assists 
for his third triple-double 
of the season, J oel Embiid 
scored 24 points and the 
Philadelphia 76er5 won in 
J immy Butler's return, rout¬ 
ing Cleveland Cavaliers 
128-105 on Sunday. 
Butlerscored 19 pointsafter 
missing two games — both 
losses — with a strained 
groin. 

Landry Shamet added 16 
points for Philadelphia, J .J. 
Redick had 14 points and 
Wilson Chandler 11. 

Cedi Osman and Jordan 
Clarkson each scored 18 
points for Cleveland. Rod¬ 
ney Hood and Matthew 
Dellavedova each had 13 
points, and rookie point 
guard Collin Sexton added 
12 . 

Philadelphia broke it open 
after Cleveland cut a 
13-point lead to 86-85 late 
in the third quarter. 

The Sixers led 86-73 mid¬ 
way through the quarter, 
but Cleveland scored 12 
straight points and trailed 
by one on afterLa try Nance 
J r.'s dunk. Wilson Chandler 
hit a 3-pointer from the cor¬ 
ner as time ran out in the 
period, starting the decid¬ 
ing run. 

VUIZf^RDS 128, LAKERS 110 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Amid 
all of his team's losses and 
infighting and roster flux, 
J ohn Wall showed just how 
well he's capable of play¬ 
ing, producing 40 points 
and 14 assists to lead Wash¬ 
ington past a sluggish LeB- 
ronjamesand LosAngeles 
A day after he and Lonzo 
Ball each registered a tri¬ 
ple-double in a win atChar- 
lotte, James was limited 
to a season-low 13 points, 
along with six rebounds 
and three assists, while 
ma king Just five of 16 shots 
The four-time NBA MVP sat 
out the fourth quarter. 

The Wizards emphatically 
ended a four-game los¬ 
ing streak, going up by as 
ma ny a s 18 in the first q ua r- 
terand 27 in the third. 

The Lakers opened Sun¬ 
day's game by going 5 for 
19, 0 for 8 on 3& Washing¬ 
ton, meanwhile, made its 


first five shots and 13 of its 
first 18, taking a 26-8 lead 
on Wall's layup. 
NUGGE1S95, RAPTORS86 
DENVER (AP) — Nikola 
Jokic scored 26 points, Ja¬ 
mal Murray had 15 of his 19 
in the fourth quarter and 
banged-up Denver rallied 
past equally banged-up 
Toronto in a contest be¬ 
tween conference leaders 
Trailing 70-57 in the third 
quarter, the Nuggets went 
on a 23-2 run to send them 
to their 10th win in 12games 
and retain a slim lead over 
Golden State in the West¬ 
ern Conference. This marks 
the latest the Nuggets (20- 
9) have been in first place 
in the West since Dec. 18, 
1984, according to infor¬ 
mation by Elias Sports Bu¬ 
reau. 

Kawhi Leonard had 29 
points and 14 rebounds for 
the Eastern Conference¬ 
leading Raptors, who fin¬ 
ished 2-2 on their trip. They 
still own the league's best 
mark at 23-9. 

Murray led the charge with 
eight straight points early 
in the fourth. The defense 
stepped up, too, as the 
Raptors didn't score their 
first field goal in the final 
quarteruntil Leona rd'sdunk 
with 7:42 remaining. 
HEAT102, PEUCANS96 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — 
Josh Richardson scored 
22 points, Dwyane Wade 
added 19 in what was likely 
his final game in New Or¬ 
leans, and Miami beat the 
Pelicans 

Hassan Whiteside had 17 
points and 12 rebounds in 
his matchup with Anthony 
Davis. 

Davis had 27 points, 12 re¬ 
bounds, three blocks and 
three steals, but curiously 
did not take his first shot of 
the second half until hitting 
a 3-pointer with 5:43 left in 
the fourth quarter. 

KINGS 120, MAVERICKS 113 
DA HAS (A P) — Buddy Hie Id 
and De'Aaron Fox each 
scored 28 points and Sac¬ 
ramento ended Dallas' 
11-game home winning 
streak. 

The Kings also spoiled the 
return of Dirk Nowitzki to the 
American Airlines Center. 
The 21-yearveteran played 


SP0RTSIE1 


TUESDAY 18 DECEMBER 2018 



Pf' 


Philadelphia 76eis^ Joel Bnbiid (21), liom Cameioon, shoots against Cleveland Cavalieis' Lany 
Nance J r. (22), David Nwaba (12), and Jaion Blossomgame (4) during the second half of an NBA 
basketball game Sunday, Dec. 16,2018, in Cieveiand. 

Associated Picss 


his first home game after 
missing the first 26 gamesof 
the season while recover¬ 
ing from ankle surgery. He 
played six minutes at Phoe¬ 
nix on Thursday and scored 
three points in eight min¬ 
utes Sunday. 

Sacramento led forthe en¬ 
tire second half, closing the 
third quarteron an 11-4 run 
to lead 93-83. 

Luka Doncic had 28 points 
and nine assists, but no 
other Dallas player scored 
more than 15. DeAndre 
J ordan tied his season high 
with 23 rebounds but Dal¬ 
las was hampered by poor 
3-point shooting, making 
only 9 of 35 (26 percent). 
PAC ERS110, KNIC KS 99 


INDIANAPOUS (AP) — Vic¬ 
tor Oladipo scored 26 
points, Myles Turner had 
24 and Indiana beat New 
York for its seventh straight 
victory. 

Oladipo added eight re¬ 
bounds and seven assists, 
while Tumerfinished with six 
rebounds and two blocks. 
He also halted the Knicks' 
momentum on a fast break 
in the fourth quarter, sprint¬ 
ing across the court to dis¬ 
rupt Emmanuel Mudiay's 
layup attempt that would 
have cut the Pacers' lead 
to four points late in the 
game. 

Enes Kanterfinished with 20 
points and 15 rebounds for 
the Knicks Tim Hardaway 


Jr. scored 19 points and 
Mudiay finished with 18. 
NE1S144, HAV\IKS127 
NEW YORK (AP) —D'Angelo 
Russell scored 32 points, 
Ro nd a e Ho Ilis-J effe rso n 
had 18 and Brooklyn beat 
Atlanta for its fifth straight 
victory. 

Joe Harris had 16 points 
and Spencer Dinwiddie 
added 15. The Nets have 
won five straight for the first 
time since March 25-April 2, 
2015. 

John Collins scored 29 
points and Dewayne Ded- 
mon had 24 points and 12 
rebounds for the Hawks 
The have lost three straight 
and seven of eight.Q 
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Alex Tuc h sc otes in OX G olden Khig his top Ra ngeis 4- 3 



Vegas Golden Knights' Reilly ShiHh, (19) center, scores a goal during the fiist period of an NHL 
hockey game againstthe NewYoik RangeiSy Sunday, Dec. 16» 2018, in NewYoik. 

Associated FYess 


By Ihe Assoc iated Ress 
NEWYORK(AF0 — AlexTuc h 
buried a sharp-angled shot 
just over two minutes into 
overtime, giving the Vegas 
Golden Knights a 4-3 victo¬ 
ry overthe New York Rang- 
erson Sunday. 

Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 
27 shots in his 423rd career 
victory, which moved him 
into a tie with Tony Esposito 
for ninth on the NHL's wins 
list. 

Paul Stastny, Reilly Smith 
and William Carrier scored 
for Vegas, which extend¬ 
ed its points streak to four 
stra ig ht games. 

Chris Kreider, Brady Skjei 
and Mika Zibanejad scored 
for the Rangers, and Kevin 
Hayes had three assists 
Henrik Lundqvist made 37 
savesas New York dropped 
its third consecutive home 
game, all after regulation. 
RAMES7, B1JLIES2 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Johnny 
Gaudreau and Alan Quine 
each scored twice, and 
Calgary beat St. Louis. 

The Flames have won eight 
of nine and lead the West¬ 
ern Conference with 46 
points. Matthew Tkachuk, 
Elias Lindholm and Mark 
Giordano also scored, 
and David Rittich made 26 
saves 

Calgary scored four times 
on its first 15 shots in the 


opening period and cruised 
to improve to 12-2-1 in its 
past 15. Oskar Sundqvist 
and Tyler Bozak scored for 
St. Louis, which was trying 
for its first three-game win¬ 
ning streakofthe season. 
JE1S5, UGH1NING 4>OT 
WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) 
— Mark Scheifele scored 
4:18 into overtime to lift Win¬ 
nipeg over league-leading 
Tampa Bay for its season- 
high fifth stra ig ht win. 

Patrik Laine skated in front 


of Lightning goalie An¬ 
drei Vasilevskiy and lost 
the puck while Scheifele 
swooped in and cleaned 
up the rebound for Winni¬ 
peg'sthird straight overtime 
win. Scheifele also had two 
assists, and the J etstied for 
second in the NHL with Cal¬ 
gary. Nikola] Ehlets scored 
twice, and Mathieu Per¬ 
reault and Brandon Tanev 
also scored forthe J eta 
Steven Stamkoshad a goal 
and an assist for the Light¬ 


ning. Nikita Kucherov, Alex 
Killom and Tyler Johnson 
also scored. 

SABRES 4, BRUINS 2 
BOSTON (AP) —J effSkinner 
tucked the winning goal 
past Tuukka Rask with 3:13 
remaining for his second 
score of the night, and Buf¬ 
falo beat Boston. 

Skinner's team-lea ding 24th 
goal came off a feed be¬ 
hind the net from Jack 
Eichel, who had two goals 
and two assists in his return 


to Boston. Eichel grew up in 
nearby North Chelmsford 
and starred at Boston Uni¬ 
versity. 

Eichel added an empty-net 
goal with 24.2 seconds left. 
Linus Ullmark had 35 saves 
for the Sabres (20-9-5), who 
had lost six of eight. 

Steven Kampfer and To- 
rey Krug scored and Rask 
made 23 saves for Boston 
(17-12-4). 

SHARIS7, BIACKHAVUK53 

CHICAGO (AP) — Melker 
Karisson, Evander Kane, 
Kevin Labanc, Tomas HertI 
and Logan Couture each 
had a goal and an assist, 
and San Jose rallied for its 
fourth straight win. 

Marcus Sorensen and Bar¬ 
clay Goodrow also scored 
for the Sharks, who con¬ 
nected for three straight 
goals in the second period 
to take charge. Brent Bums 
had three assists for San 
J ose, which has won six of 
seven and climbed into a 
tie with Anaheim for sec¬ 
ond in the Pacific Division. 
Chicago goalie Corey 
Crawford left the game 
with 1:30 left in the first pe¬ 
riod after the back of his 
head struck the right post 
during a goalmouth pileup. 
He allowed two goals on 
eight shots and exited with 
the Blackhawks leading 
3-2.a 


MLSshoitensseason by month, goesto all-knoc koutplayofls 



In this May 29, 2018, file photo. Major league Soccer commis¬ 
sioner Don Gaiberspeateduring an eventto announce the ad¬ 
dition of PC Cincinnati as an expansion team, inCincinnati. 

Associated Ress 


By ANNE M. PETERSON 
AP Sports Writer 
Major League Soccer is 
shortening its season by 
a month, going to single¬ 


elimination playoffs and 
scheduling the 2019 MLS 
Cup final for Nov. 10 in its 
earliest finish since 2002. 

The league announced the 


change Monday and will 
have an all-knockout post¬ 
season in place of a two- 
leg format for the confer¬ 
ence semifinals and finals 
MLS had started using a 
two-leg, total-goals format 
in 2003. 

After then-U.S. coach Ju¬ 
rgen Klinsmann criticized 
the league's season as be¬ 
ing too short, MLS stretched 
its schedule into December 
each year starting in 2012. 
Klinsmann was fired in No¬ 
vember 2016. 

'The big challenge is for 
MLS overall, how can they 
stretch that season into a 
format that is kind of com¬ 
petitive with the rest of the 
world?" Klinsmann said in 
2011. "Right now it's not 
competitive. If you have a 
seven-, eight-month sea¬ 


son, that's not competitive 
with the rest of the world." 
MLS says the new format 
will reward teams with top 
regular seasons with great¬ 
er home-field advantage. 
The league expands to 24 
teams with the addition of 
Cincinnati next year, and 
14 teams will make the 
playoffs. Each of the two 
conference winners will 
get first-round byes and be 
joined in the conference 
semifina Is by the winners of 
the three first-round series. 
The league will finish before 
the November internation¬ 
al break — and before the 
start of the 2022 World Cup 
in Qatar that Nov. 21. The 
October break will be be¬ 
tween the end of the regu¬ 
lar season and the start of 
the playoffs 


Opening day will be March 
2 next year, and the regular 
season will end Oct. 6. 

The league said the chang¬ 
es resulted from discus¬ 
sions throughout the year 
with team owners, general 
managers, television part¬ 
ners and other officials 
The changes were ratified 
last week. 'The idea here 
is to continually work on 
making the regular season 
become more and more 
important, so winning in 
March is as important as 
winning in September or 
October," MLS Commis¬ 
sioner Don Garber said this 
month. 'Ourplayoffformat, 
the one that we're evaluat¬ 
ing, I think is really going to 
place a very, very high em¬ 
phasis, strong emphasis, on 
the regular sea so n.'Q 
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Familia piefened to iBtum tD Met^ who also add OF Davis 


In this May 18,2018, file photo. New York MetspHcherJeuiysRamilia (27) delivers againstthe Ari¬ 
zona Diamondbacks during the ninth inning of a baseball game in New York. 

Associated Ress 


NEW YORK (AP) — J eurys 
Familia would rather be 
a setup man for the New 
York Mets than a closer for 
someone else. 

Familia had 123 saves for 
the Mets, who traded him 
to Oakland last July. He in¬ 
structed agents Sam and 
Seth Levinson to pursue 
any possibility to return to 
the Mets. 

"Honestly, that was my 
goal, be back with the 
Mets," Familia said during a 
conference call Monday, 
three days after his $30 mil¬ 
lion, three-year contract 
was finalized. 

New York recently ac¬ 
quired 2018 big league 
saves leader Edwin Diaz 
from Seattle along with All- 
Starsecond baseman Rob¬ 
inson Cano. Because of 
that, Familia will return in a 
different role. 

"I want to pitch whatever 
inningsthey wantto put me 
in the game," Familia said. 
"He's one of the best reliev¬ 
ers in the game, the best 
closer. It's going to be fun." 
New York also announced 
Mondaythatithad agreed 
to a minorleague contract 
with 38-year-old outfielder 
Rajai Davis, who will report 
to major league spring 
training. The Mets also 
called a news conference 
for Tuesday to introduce 
catcherWilson Ramos, who 
finalized a $19 million, two- 


year contract. He receives 
a $2 million signing bonus 
payable next J uly 1, $6.25 
million in 2019 and $9.25 
million in 2020. The Mets 
have a $10 million option 
for 2021 with a $1.5 million 
buyout. Ramos would earn 
a $500,000 bonus in each 
season he has 100 starts at 


catcher. Familia gets a $2 
million signing bonus pay¬ 
able on equal installments 
on J uly 1 and Dec. 10 next 
year. He has salaries of $6 
million in 2019 and $11 mil¬ 
lion in each of the final two 
seasons. The Metswill defer 
$1 million of his 2020 salary, 
payable on Jan. 15, 2022. 


They will defer the same 
amount of his 2021 pay, 
payable on J uly 1, 2022. 

He gets a $500,000 perfor¬ 
mance bonus in any sea¬ 
son he has 50 games fin¬ 
ished. He would get a $1 
million assignment bonus if 
tra d e d. A 29-ye a r-o Id rig ht- 
hander, Familia said return¬ 


ing to New York was a pref¬ 
erence because his wife's 
fa mily lives in the a rea. 

He was 8-6 with 18 saves in 
24chancesand a 3.13 ERA 
for the Mets and A's last 
season. He signed with the 
Metsat age 17 and had 43 
saves in 2015 when New 
York reached the World 
Series. He led the majors 
with a franchise-record 51 
saves the following year 
and was an All-Star, again 
helping New York reach 
the playoffs. 

Familia served a 15-game 
suspension at the start of 
2017 for violating Major 
League Baseball's domes¬ 
tic violence policy. Later 
that year, he had a blood 
clot that required surgery 
and finished 2-2 with a 
4.38 ERA a nd six saves in 26 
games 

Last season, he was4-4with 
a 2.88 ERA and 17 saves in 
21 chances with the Mets. 
Davis hit .224 with one 
home run, six RBIs and 21 
steals in 101 games and 
216 plate appearances 
for Cleveland. His two-run, 
eighth-inning homer off Ar- 
oldisChapman tied Game 
7 of the 2016 World Series 
for Cleveland against the 
Chicago Cubs, a game the 
India ns lost in 10 innings 
Davis has a .262 career av¬ 
erage with 61 homers, 379 
RBIsand 415 stolen bases in 
13 major league seasonsQ 




In this April 21,2018, file photo, Notic Dame head coach Brian 
Kelly watches during the Notie Dame Blue-Gold Spring college 
football game in South Bend, Ind. 

Associated Picss 


APCOACH OFIHE YEAR 
Continued fiom Rage 17 

As he did in 2012, Kelly 
has guided the Fighting 
Irish to a 12-0 season and 
a chance to compete for 
the national champion¬ 
ship. Notre Dame played 
Alabama in the BCScham- 
pionship game after the 
2012 season and lost 42-14. 
The third-ranked Irish will 
face No. 2 Clemson in the 
Cotton Bowl on Dec. 29 in 
their first College Football 
Playoff appearance. 

This undefeated season for 
Notre Dame seems very 
different than that one 
and it comes just two sea¬ 
sons after Notre Dame fin¬ 
ished 4-8. Kelly overhauled 
his staff and his approach 
after that debacle, bring¬ 
ing in new coordinators on 
both sides of the ball. He 
made a concerted effort 


to be more involved with 
all aspectsof the team. 

"I think I'm a better leader 
of our program," Kelly told 
AP. 'The organization has 
gotten so much bigger.The 
ability to create the right 
energy and day-to-day 
culture is difficult. I think I've 
gotten a lot better a lead¬ 
ing that large group on a 
day-to-day basis." 

Kelly is 81-34 in nine sea¬ 
sons at Notre Dame and 
he credited his players for 
helping him improve as a 
coach. 

"Sitting them down and lis¬ 
tening to them is similar to 
any good business or CEO 
sitting down and listen¬ 
ing to his employees and 
getting feedback from 
them as well. I think where 
I made some real strides 
was spending more time 
with our players and get¬ 


ting feedback from them," 
Kelly said. 

The Irish rebounded to 
10-3 last season and en¬ 
tered this season with simi¬ 
lar expectations. After a 
3-0 start, Kelly made the 
pivotal move of switching 
quarterback from senior 
Brandon Wimbush to junior 
Ian Book. 

While the move might 
have seemed bold at the 
time, it wasn't necessarily 
to Kelly. 

"It felt like the right thing to 
do," Kelly said. 'You know 
where it felt risky was the 
first quarter of Wake For¬ 
est when we weren't mov¬ 
ing the ball effectively. But 
at the time in making the 
decision I didn't feel risky. It 
felt like itwasthe right thing 
to do based on the infor¬ 
ma tionthatl had. Clearly if 
you don'tplay well the next 


week and things don't go 
well it becomes an issue. 
Not only risky, but could 
become a huge problem." 
The Irish offense took off. 
Matched with a solid de¬ 
fense, Notre Dame com¬ 
pleted a perfect regular 
season. Kentucky's Mark 


Stoops, DAB'S Bill Clark and 
Oklahoma's Lincoln Riley 
each received three first- 
place votes. Clemson's 
Da bo Swinney, Army's Jeff 
Monken, Northwestern's 
Pat Fitzgerald and Florida's 
Dan Mullen each received 
one.Q 
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Key takeawaysftDm new reports on njssian disinfoimation 



Foimer FQ DiiectorJamesComey speaksto leporteison Capitol hill Washington, Monday, Dec. 
17,2018,aflera second closed-doorinten/iewvvitht/vo Republican-led committees investigating 
whatthey say was biasatthe J ustice Department belbie the 2016 presidential election. 


By MATTO'BRIEN and BAR¬ 
BARA ORIU1AY 
APIfec hnology VUKteis 

Russians seeking to influ¬ 
ence U.S. elections through 
social media had theireyes 
on Instagram and the black 
community. 

These were among the 
findings in two reports re¬ 
leased Monday by the 
Senate intelligence com¬ 
mittee. Separate studies 
from University of Oxford 
resea re hers and the cyber¬ 
security firm New Knowl¬ 
edge reveal insights into 
how Russian agents sought 
to influence Americans by 
saturating their favorite on¬ 
line services and appswith 
hidden propaganda. 

Here are the highlights: 
INSIAG RAM'S "MEME VUAR- 
FARF' 

Both reports show that mis¬ 
information on Facebook's 
Instagram may have had 
broader reach than the 
interference on Facebook 
itself. 

The New Knowledge study 
says that since 2015, the In¬ 
stagram posts generated 
187 million engagements, 
such as comments or likes, 
compared with 77 million 
on Facebook. 


And the barrage of image¬ 
centric Instagram "memes" 
has only grown since the 
2016 election. Russian 
agents shifted theirfocusto 
Instagram after the public 
lastyearbecame aware of 
the widespread manipula¬ 
tion on Facebook and Twit¬ 
ter. 

NOTJ USTADS 

Revelations last year that 


Russian agents used rubles 
to pay for some of their 
propaganda ads drew 
attention to how gullible 
tech companies were in 
allowing their services to 
be manipulated. But nei¬ 
ther ads nor automated 
"bots" were as effective as 
unpaid posts hand-crafted 
by human agents pretend¬ 
ing to be Americans. Such 


postswere more likely to be 
shared and commented 
on, and they rose in vol¬ 
ume during key dates in 
U.S. politics such as during 
the presidential debates in 
2016 or after the Obama 
administration's post-elec¬ 
tion announcement that it 
would investigate Russian 
hacking. 

'These personalized mes¬ 


sages exposed U.S. users to 
a wide range of disinforma¬ 
tion and junk news linked 
to on external websites, in¬ 
cluding content designed 
to elicit outrage and cyni¬ 
cism," says the report by 
Oxford researchers, who 
worked with social media 
ana lysis firm Graphika. 
DEMOGRAPHIC 1ARGE1ING 
Both reportsfound that Rus¬ 
sian agents tried to polarize 
Americans in part by tar¬ 
geting African-American 
communities extensively. 
They did so by campaign¬ 
ing for black voters to boy¬ 
cott elections or follow the 
wrong voting procedures in 
2016, according to the Ox¬ 
ford report. 

The New Knowledge re¬ 
port added that agents 
were "developing Black 
audiences and recruiting 
Black Americans as assets" 
beyond how they were tar¬ 
geting either left- or right¬ 
leaning voters. 

The reports also support 
previousfindingsthatthe in¬ 
fluence operations sought 
to polarize Americans by 
sowing political divisions on 
issues such as immigration 
and cultural and religious 
identities. □ 


Hist private Israeli lunar 
mission wiii iaunch in Feb. 



'fechnicians stand next to the SpacelL lunar module, an un¬ 
manned spaceciaft is on display in a special "clean room" 
where the space craft is being developed, during a press tour 
oftheirlacility nearlbl Aviv, Israel, Monday, Dec. 17, 2018. 

Associated Ress 


^ ISABEL DEBRE 
Associated Ress 
YEHUD, Israel (AP) — An Is¬ 
raeli nonprofit on Monday 
said ithaspushed backthe 
launch of what it hopeswill 
be the first private space¬ 
craft to land on the moon 
until February. 

Officials from SpacelL 
and its project partner, 
the state-owned Israel 
Aerospace Industries, an¬ 


nounced that the landing 
craft, dubbed "Beresheet," 
or Genesis, will ship in Feb¬ 
ruary to Florida. 

Propelled by a SpaceX Fal¬ 
con rocket launch, the ro¬ 
botic landerwill then com¬ 
mence its months-long 
voyage to the moon. It 
had been slated to launch 
this month. 

SpacelLsaid it had no con¬ 
trol over the launch's de¬ 


lay, and that SpaceX, the 
private space exploration 
company founded by en¬ 
trepreneur Bon Musk, no¬ 
tified them that its rocket 
will now lift off in February 
2019 without providing an 
explanation. 

Israel Aerospace Indus¬ 
tries manager Opher Do- 
ron stressed that the small 
craft, roughly the size of a 
washing machine, faces 
a "difficult, arduous jour¬ 
ney" because it will have 
to make several orbits be¬ 
fore touching down on 
the moon. Upon landing, 
the craft is to relay photo¬ 
graphs and collect data 
about the moon's ever- 
changing magnetism for 
research by Israel's Weiz- 
mann Institute and NASA. 
On Monday, SpacelL rep¬ 
resentatives presented a 


time capsule that will ac¬ 
company the spacecraft 
to the moon. 

The capsule, in the shape 
of a DVD, holds pictures 
of the Israeli public, inter¬ 
pretive drawings by Israeli 
children and other pieces 
of national memorabilia, 
including stories of Holo¬ 
caust survivors. 

"We hope that far in the 
future, when travel to the 
moon is as common as 
trans-Atlantic travel, that 
children will be able to un¬ 
derstand the lives of their 
Israeli ancestors through 
this archive on the moon," 
said SpacelL co-founder 
Yonatan Winetraub. 

A crowd of Israeli report¬ 
ers, clad in sanitized white 
coats, burst into applause 
as Winetraub fastened the 
capsule to the underbelly 


of the craft. 

SpacelL was founded in 
2011 and originally vied 
for Google's Lunar Xprize, 
which challenged private 
companies to try to land 
an unmanned spacecraft 
on the moon. 

But the $20 million compe¬ 
tition was sc rapped by the 
tech giant earlier this year 
when it became clear 
none of the five compa¬ 
nies would meet a March 
deadline. 

SpacelL has vowed to 
continue the mission and 
hopes that its ambitious 
$95 million project, largely 
funded by South African- 
Israeli billionaire Morris 
Kahn and other donors, 
will spur a new wave of 
commercial missions to the 
moon and jump-start new 
companies.Q 
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$ 265,000.00 
Bubali # 113c 
SBedrw/additional 
guest studio 


$ 355,000.00 
Caya Ritmo # 35 
4 Bedr 2 Story Home 
Eagle Beach area 


$ 575,000.00 
Oceania #213 
2Bed/2Bath ocean front 
Condo. 


$ 650,000.00 
Tamarijn $ 59 
4Bedr home w/ sweeping 
island views 


(9.91) 133- 4663- phone 
info@aruhahomemmders.com- email 
www.arubahomeminderscom- web site 


$ 320,000.00 
Jardines Del Mar # 12 


$ 449,000.00 $ 625,000.00 

Opal # 223 Surfside Res. Rooi Santo # 25m 
2Bed/2.5 Bath townhome 4Bed/3.5Bath w/ lock off 4Bed/4Bath home with 
w pool view apartment pool, Jacuzzi, gym 


$ 699,000.00 
Salina Cerca # 37b 
5Bed home with lush gardens 
& large private pool 


$ 775,000.00 
Oceania Residence #513 
2Bed/2Bath Ocean front 
Penthouse condo w/Jacuzzi 


Uz Weston: You dont have to live by these money myths 



Ihis April 2017 file photo provided by NeidV\ibllet shows Uz Weston, a columnist for peisonal fi¬ 
nance website NeidVUblletcom. 

Associated ness 


By UZ WESTON 
Associated Press 

We'ne told experiences are 
supposed to make us hap¬ 
pier than stuff — turns out 
that may apply mostly to 
the affluent. The famous 
marshmallow test that pre¬ 
dicts future success, based 
on which kids can resist 
an immediate treat? That 
research has similar prob¬ 
lems. Meanwhile, the jury's 
still out on whetherwillpow- 
er is something you can 
"use up." 

Studies about these issues 
shaped a fair amount of 
personal finance advice 
in recent years. The fact 
that researchers may have 
drawn incorrect or at least 
incomplete conclusions 
reminds us that blanket 
advice on money is risky. 
What works for one person 
may not work for the next, 
particularly if their financial 
lives a re vastly different. 
MYIH 1: EXPERIENCES 
BRING MORE HAPPINESS 
Many studies have found 
people getmore happiness 
from spending on experi- 
encesthan buying material 
things. The 2003 study that 
kicked off all this research, 
however, revealed some 
socioeconomic differenc¬ 
es: People's preference for 
experiences wasn't univer¬ 
sal and rose with income. 
Until recently, those differ¬ 
ences hadn't been further 
explored by researchers. 
Wendy Wood, professor of 
psychology and business 
at the University of South¬ 
ern California, suspected 


bias: After all, the people 
doing the research and the 
journalists writing about it 
tended to be middle-class 
orhigher. 

So she and two of her 
graduate students, jacob 
C. Lee and Deborah L 
Hall, examined 23 studies 
and conducted three of 
their own focusing on so¬ 
cioeconomic background. 
Their findings echoed the 
original study, showing that 
people with less education 
and income were happier 
after purchasing material 


goodsorwere equally hap¬ 
py about how they spent 
their money, whether on 
things or experiences. 

Wood is now researching 
why this is true, but points 
to theories that people of 
higher socioeconomic sta- 
tustend to be more foe used 
on self-development, while 
those with fewer resources 
focus more on getting their 
money's worth. 

"If you have a restricted 
budget and you can only 
spend a small amount of 
money, then each pur¬ 


chase has to be really 
worthwhile," says Wood. 
MYIH 2: MARSHMAUDVUS 
PREDICTRJ1URE SUCC ESS 

The famous "marshmallow 
test" put a treat in front of 
preschoolers and promised 
that if they didn't eat it, 
they could have two treats 
after 15 minutes. Research¬ 
ers found that preschoolers' 
ability to put off eating the 
marshmallow correlated 
with academic perfor¬ 
mance and better stress 
management when they 
were older. 


Persona I finance types love 
this research, because it 
highlights the importance 
of delayed gratification. 
Putting off spending today 
in favor of investing for to¬ 
morrow is a key to building 
wealth. 

A study published earlier 
this year, however, found 
a much smaller correlation 
between delayed marsh¬ 
mallow consumption and 
future success — and most 
of that was explained by a 
child 'sbackg round. 
"Socioeconomic statuswas 
heavily tied to one's ability 
to delay gratification," says 
Tyler W. Watts , assistant 
professor of research at 
New York University's Stein- 
ha rdt School of Culture, 
Education, and Human 
Development. "It'seasierto 
delay gratification if your 
basic needs are met and 
if you have financial secu¬ 
rity." 

MYIH 3: VUUFOVUER IS A 
UMHED RESOURCE 

Since 1998, researchers 
have been finding that 
our self-control is a limited 
resource that can be ex¬ 
hausted, a process known 
as "ego depletion.'□ 
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Mutts 


WHAT ELSE ARE 
VOU THINKING ABOUT 
GIVING OZZIE FOR 
CHRISTMAS? 




mutts.com^wwwJ<ingfeatures^cor^ 


6 Chix 



Blondie 


, BOSS, EVERYONE IS ASKING IF , 
\ THERE WILL BE A CHRISTMAS << 
^ ^ OFFICE PARTY AGAIN 


>BY THE WAY, REMIND THEM THE^ 
SAME TRADITION STILL APPLIES 



IT'S A GO, BUT DON'T FORGET 
TO BRING YOUR OWN PARTY!" 



Mother Goose & Grimm 

^er's see 


ONieBSER 
OME BOURBON 
ANP COKE, AND 
A FURNITURE 
POUSH ON 
THE ROCKS 



Baby Blues 



Zits 


MOM I FOFGOr 
M'r CALCULUS 
TBXTgCOKCAN 
U BIRINS IT? 
- 







*1^$ BUT WHAT'S IT 
GOlH&TOTN<£fOfZ 
‘mTOBEMORB 
|?ESptDNSIBLH? 

- 




Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★ 


12/18 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Mrs. Nixon 
4 Seizes 
9 _ of the 
Apostles: biblical 
book 

13 Dry riverbed 

14 Fit for a king 

15 Opposite of 
“Giddyap!” 

16 Bee colony 

17 The whole kit and 
caboodle 

19 Late bedtime 

20 DVD remote 
button 

21 Wash off 
soapsuds 

22 Lasso’s end 

24 Friend 

25 Grow up 
27 Firstborn of 

several 

30 Mistreat 

31 Rascal 

33 Presidential 
nickname 

35 Harbor town 

36 Hunger pains 

37 Nylons 

38 Johnny Cash’s “A 
Boy Named 

39 Heroic tales 

40 Disastrous 
defeats 

41 Sleeplike state 

43 Head covering 

44 _ for tat 

45 Obsolete 

46 Ice cream server 
49 British fellow 

51 Steal from 
54 Pen name 

56 Boyfriend 

57 Gung ho 

58 Hole maker 

59 BPOE folks 

60 Understands 

61 Penniless 

62 Suffix for prior or 
count 

DOWN 

1 Gout symptom 

2 Swashbuckler 

3 Man’s accessory 

4 Travolta/Newton- 
John musical 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 12/18/18 


5 Medley of skits, 
songs & dances 

6 Middle 
historical period 

7 Uncovered 
8_asafox 
9For_: 

temporarily 

10 Facial feature 

11 Heavyweights 

12 Cooking herb 

13 English rock band 
18 Exchange 

20 _ over; study 
intently 

23 Kick out 

24 Adder’s sign 

25 Atlas pages 

26 Approximately 

27 Breakfast order 

28 Disreputable 
fellows 

291 of the 5 senses 

31 Hothead’s 
problem 

32 “Cat_HotTn 
Roof” 

34 In case 

36 Treaty 

37 Make sharper 


Monday’s Puzzle Solved 
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39 Shoot from hiding 47 Sheltered bay 

40 Learn by 48 Exclude 

memorize 49 Skies”; Irving 

42 Disagreeing Berlin song 

43 Pleasant- 50 Sled race 

smelling shop 52 Acorn droppers 

45 Like a capital roof 53 Student transport 

46 Unexpected 55 “Peter 

obstacle 56 Stinger 
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Olassifieds 


FOR SALE 
Renaissance Aruba 
Week 33 Unit 332 $2,375 
Week 34 Unit 136 $2,750 
Week 34 Unit 121 $2,900 
Week 36 Unit 315 $2,750 
Call us at 737-3006 


CASA DEL MAR FOR SALE 

week 1 Presidential Unit #1313 
2 Br, 2 Bath, Ocean view. 
Sleeps 6 
$14,900 

E-mail gkoons2gmail.com 


210447 


SPECIAL DEAL! 

La Cabana 

Fixed Week 

Week 52 Unit 229-C $4,000 
Lifetime Deeded 
Call us at 737-3006 
zach@buyarubatimeshares.com 

_210477 


TIME SHARE 
Caribbean Palm Village 

2 bedr 1 -52 week make an offer 

stwoaruba@aol.com 

419 344 585 

_210471 

Tropicana Aruba Resort 
and Casino 

For Sale or Rent by Owner 
week 7 one Bed Unit #1532F 
Fri/Fri $3,900 

Week 13 Two Bed Unit #4552H 

Fri/Fri $4,900 

Contact in Aruba 

donjovi7@hotmail.com 

or cell 592 0500 

In US sales.cpv@hotmail.com 

or cell 978 530 6077 

_210463 
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Halley Time Travel 


La Cabana B&C 

2 BR WK # 49 and 50 Ground 
Floor 

E- Unit Ocean Front $15 ,000 
Each 

1 BR WK # 52 4th Floor Pool/ 
Ocean View 

Saturday Check In: $ 11,000 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

2 BR PH WK 49 and 50 Room 
#770 

33 weeks remain $28 ,000 Each 
Studio wk #50 14th floor 
Penthouse with 35 weeks 
remain On the contract $6,500 

Divi Viiiage 

Studio WK # 47 and 48 Room 
#7201 

25 week remain $6500 Each 
1 BR WK 50 Room # 3208 
Biulding C 17 weeks remain 
$6500 

Divi Viiiage 

1 BR WK # 52 Room # 3308 
25 weeks remain $12,000 
1 BR WK# 1 Room #5501 
24 weeks remain $ 11,000 

Divi Viiiage 

Studio WK # 52 Room # 6304 
20 weeks remain $ 9000 
Studio WK # 1 Room# 8201 
23 weeks remain 8 acclerated 
$8000 

Paradise Beach Viiias 

Wk 1 and 2 Room # 222 
Pool/Ocean View $ 11,000 each 
Dutch Village 

Studio WK#52 Room #117 
18 Weeks remain $ 7000 

Divi Links Goif 

1 BR WK # 1 Room # 4208 
27 weeks remain $ 8000 
1 BR WK # 1 and 2 Room # 
2252 

32 weeks Remain $10,000 each 

Divi Links Goif 

1 BRWK#51 and 52 Room# 
2106 

35 weeks remain on each $ 
13,000 each 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 

I BR WK # 52 Room # 502 

II weeks remain $10,000 

_210474 

Call:630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Tropicana Resort 

3 Bedroom WK # 51 Room # 
1506 

Ocean View $25,000 

Divi Links Goif 

2 BR WK 51 Room # 2206/2205 
26 weeks remain 9 accelerated 
$25,000 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK # 51 Room # 2542 
Harbor /Ocean View $ 10,000 
1 BR WK # 52 Room # 2345 
Ocean Front $ 15,000 

Marriott Ocean Ciub 

1 BR Gold Ocean View $ 5000 

2 BR Gold Ocean View $ 7500 

1 BR Platinum Ocean View $ 
13,000 

2 BR Platinum Ocean View $ 
17,000 

2 BR Platinum Ocean Front 
$27,000 

Marriott Surf Ciub 

2 BR Garden View Gold $5000 
2 BR Garden View Platinum $ 
15,000 

2 BR Ocean View Gold $ 7500 

2 BR Ocean View Platinum $ 
18,000 

3 BR Ocean View Gold $ 

13,000 

House For Saie 

Esmeralda 4 Badroom ,3 Bath 
Full Furnish and AC 
Maid Room Swimming Pool 
5 Min to Palm Beach $425,000 

RENAiSSANCE SUiTES 

1 harbour view $5500 

1 br wk # 49&50 3th floor 
pool/ocean view $6500 each 
Marriott Surf Club 
platinum plus 

2 br wk 51 &52 ocean front 

HOUSE FOR SALE 
Catiri 

3 bedroom, 2 bath 
$250 K 

_210474 

Caii:630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 



CUIDA BO OIBO 


ST^P 

Violence Against Women 




HEALTH 

Hospital 


527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Dr. Alvarez Tel. 583 9119 

San Nicolas 


IPHARMACY ON DUTYI 

Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 

OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Biood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Mobiiity Equip. Gire 
568 5165 

Urgent Care 586 0448 


EMERGENCY 


Poiice 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicoias 584 5000 

Poiice Tipiine 11141 
Ambuiancia 
Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airiines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Aruba Airiines 583 8300 
Jet Biue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 

Venezoiana 583 7674 


CRUISES 



December 18 


Marella Ecpiorer 
December 19 
Mein Schiff 5 
Freewinds 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


[General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Mostteen diug use isdown, butofRcialsfhetvaping boom 



In this April 11,2018 file photo, a high school sbidentusesa vaping device neara school campus 
in Cambridge, Mass. 

Associated Ress 


By MIKE SIDBBE 
NEW YORK (AP) — Twice as 
many high schooi students 
used nicotine-tinged eiec- 
tronic cigarettes this year 
compared with iast year, 
an unprecedented jump 
in a iange annuai survey of 
teen smoking, drinking and 
drug use. 

It was the largest single¬ 
year increase in the sur¬ 
vey's 44-yea r histo ry, fa r sur- 
passing a mid-1970s surge 
in marijuana smoking. 

The findings, released Mon¬ 
day, echo those of a gov¬ 
ernment survey earlier this 
year. That survey also found 
a dramatic rise in vap¬ 
ing among children and 
prompted federal regula¬ 
tors to press for measures 
that make it harderforkids 
to get them. 

Experts attribute the jump 
to newer versions of e-cig- 
arettes, like those by juul 
Labs Inc. that resemble 
computer flash drives and 
can be used discreetly. 
Trina Hale, a junior at South 
Charleston High School in 
West Virginia, said vaping 
— specifically Juul — ex¬ 
ploded at her school this 
year. 

'They can put it in their 
sleeve ortheirpocket. They 
can do it wherever, when¬ 


ever. They can do it in class 
if they're sneaky about it," 
she said. 

Olivia Turman, a freshman 
at Cabell Midland High 
School in Ona, West Vir¬ 
ginia, said she too hasseen 
kids "hit theirvape in class" 
The federally funded sur¬ 
vey released Monday is 
conducted by University of 
Michigan researchers and 
has been operating since 
1975. This year's findings 


are based on responses 
from about 45,000 students 
in grades 8, 10 and 12 in 
schools across the country. 
It found 1 in 5 high school 
seniors reported having 
vaped nicotine in the pre¬ 
vious month. 

After vaping and alcohol, 
the most common thing 
teens use is marijuana, the 
survey found. About 1 in 4 
students said they'd used 
marijuana at least once in 


the past year. It was more 
common in older kids — 
about 1 in 17 high school 
seniors said they use mari¬ 
juana every day. 

Overall, marijuana smoking 
is about the same level as 
it was the past few years. 
Vaping of marijuana rose, 
however. 

More teens, however, are 
saying no to lots of other 
substances. Usage of al¬ 
cohol, cigarettes, cocaine. 


l_SD, ecstasy, heroin and 
opioid pillsalldeclined. 
Experts say it's not clear 
what's behind those trends, 
especially since the nation 
is in the midst of the deadli- 
estdrug overdose epidem¬ 
ic ever. 

'What is it that we're do¬ 
ing right with teenag¬ 
ers that we're not doing 
with adults?" said Dr. Nora 
Volkow, director of the 
National Institute on Drug 
Abuse, a federal agency 
that funds the Michigan 
study. 

One leading theory is that 
kids today are staying 
home and communicating 
on smartphonesratherthan 
hanging out and smoking, 
drinking or trying drugs 
"Drug experimentation is 
a group activity," Volkow 
said. What about vaping? 
'Vaping mostly is an indi¬ 
vidual activity," said David 
Jemigan, a Boston Univer¬ 
sity researcher who tracks 
alcohol use. 

The vaping explosion isa big 
wony, however. Health offi¬ 
cials say nicotine ishamnful 
to developing brains Some 
researchers also believe 
vaping will make kids more 
likely to take up cigarettes, 
and perhaps later try other 
drugsQ 



This image provided by the Carnegie Institution for Science 
showsanaitistlsconceptofa dwaifpianetthatastronomeissay 
is the farthest known object in oursoiarsyslem, whic h they have 
nicknamed "Farout" 

Associated Ress 
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FaiDut Scientists spot solar 
system's ferthest known object 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace WHter 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Ha. 
(AP) — Astronomers have 
spotted the farthest known 
object in our solar system 

— and they've nicknamed 
the pink cosmic body 
"Farout." 

The International Astro¬ 
nomical Union's Minor Plan¬ 
et Center announced the 
discovery Monday. 

"Farout" is about 120 as¬ 
tronomical units away 

— that's 120 times the dis¬ 
tance between Earth and 
the sun, or 11 billion miles. 
The previous record-holder 
wasthe dwarf planet Erisat 
96astronomical units. Pluto, 
by comparison, is 34 astro¬ 
nomical units away. 

The Carnegie Institution's 


Scott Sheppard said the 
object is so far away and 
moving so slowly it will take 
a few years to determine 
its orbit. At that distance, it 
could take more than 1,000 
years to orbit the sun. 
Sheppard and his team 
spied the dwarf planet in 
November using a tele¬ 
scope in Hawaii. Theirfind- 
ing was confirmed by a 
telescope in Chile. 

"I actually uttered 'farout" 
when I first found this ob¬ 
ject, because I immedi¬ 
ately noticed from its slow 
movement that it must be 
far out there," Sheppard 
wrote in an email. "It is the 
slowest moving object I 
have ever seen and is re¬ 
ally out there." 

It is an estimated 310 miles 


(500 kilometers) a cross and 
believed to be round. Its 
pink shade indicates an 
ice-rich object. Uttle else is 
known. 

The discovery came about 
as the astronomers were 
searching for the hypo¬ 
thetical PlanetX, a massive 
planet believed by some 
to be orbiting the sun from 
vast distances, well beyond 
Pluto .□ 

Like us on 
Facebook 

fdcebDok.com/ambatoday/ 
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Philippines' Catriona Giay named Miss Lhiiveise 2018 



Catiiona Gray of the Philippines waves Id the audience alter being crowned the new Miss Uni- 
veise 2018 during the final round of the 67th Miss Univeise competition in Bangkok, Ihailand, 
Monday, Dec. 17, 2018. 

Associated Ress 


Associated FVess 
BANGKOK (AP) — The Phil¬ 
ippines' Catriona Gray was 
named Miss Universe 2018 
in a competition held in 
Bangkok on Monday, best¬ 
ing contestantsfrom 93 oth¬ 
er countries and delighting 
herhome nation. 

Gray wore a sparkling red 
dress that she said was 
inspired by a volcano in 
the Philippines as she was 
handed the crown to the 
delight of a roaring crowd 
in the Thai capita I that gen¬ 
erally favored Southeast 
Asian contestants 
The 24-year-old singer and 
model said she wore red 
because "when I was 13, 
my mom said she had a 
dream that I would win Miss 
Universe in a red dress."She 
said her mom cried when 
they saw each other after 
she won the competition, 
the 67th Miss Universe pag¬ 
eant. Gray edged out first 
runner-up Tamaryn Green 
of South Africa and third- 
place Sthefany Gutierrez of 
Venezuela. She succeeds 
Demi-Leigh Nel-Peters of 
South Africa. In the Philip¬ 
pines, pageantsare a pop¬ 
ular attraction, and Gray's 
countrymen watching the 


televised contest cheered 
wildly and jumped for joy 
when she was declared 
the winner. Celebrations 
were especially buoyant 
in Oas town in the north¬ 
eastern province of Albay, 


from which Gray's Filipina 
mother hails According to 
Gray, her gown's design, 
with its lava color and ap¬ 
pearance, was influenced 
by Albay's iconic Mayon 
Volcano. Gray's father is 


Australian, and she was 
bom and grew up in Caims, 
Australia. She studied atthe 
Berklee College of Music in 
Boston in the United States 
The office of Philippine Pres 
ident Rodrigo Duterte was 


quick to congratulate the 
winner — the fourth Filipina 
to be named Miss Universe. 
"Ms Gray truly made the en¬ 
tire Philippines proud when 
she sashayed on the global 
stage and showcased the 
genuine qualities defining 
a Filipina beauty: confi¬ 
dence, grace, intelligence 
and strength in the face of 
tough challenges," Duterte 
said in a statement from 
the presidential palace. "In 
hersuccess. Miss Philippines 
hasshown to the world that 
women in ourcountry have 
the ability to turn dreams 
into reality through passion, 
diligence, determination 
and hard work." 

An early round of question¬ 
ing touched on the issue 
of drugs, a controversial 
subject in the Philippines, 
where Duterte's aggres¬ 
sive anti-drug crackdown 
has taken thousands of 
lives, many in what critics 
charge were extrajudicial 
executions. Duterte raised 
even more controversy 
when he recently joked 
that he smoked marijuana 
to deal with hisbusy sched¬ 
ule of meetings with other 
Asian leaders at a regional 
summitG 


2018 Breakihiough: Hannah Gadsby may change stand-up game 



In this Dec. ID, 2018 photo, Ausbalian comedian hlannah Gads¬ 
by poses fora portrait in LosAngeies 

Associated ness 


By MIKECIDONI l£NNOX 
Associated ness 
IDSANGEL£S(AP) — Han¬ 
nah Gadsby saysshe knows 
it's meant as a compliment 
to be chosen as one of the 
year's Breakthrough Enter¬ 
tainers by The Associated 
Press. But, as with many 
things, the Australian stand- 
up comic and actress sees 
the honor from a variety of 
perspectives. 

"Like, what happens after 
'breakthrough'?" Gadsby 
asked. "Like, I could be a 
one-hit wonder or I go on 
to being a deserved star?" 
She notes: "I think I was do¬ 
ing really well before all this 
crazinessaround 'Nanette.'" 
"Nanette" is the 40-year- 
old Gadsby's latest stage 
show, which debuted in 
2017, and enjoyed critical 
and commercial successes 
during its runs throughout 
Australia, atthe Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe, in New York 
and Montreal. 


But it wasn't until late j une 
that the "craziness" began. 
That's when Netflix released 
a filmed version of the 
show, and Gadsby went 
from known Down Underto 
global phenomenon. 

Many critics were blown 
away by the way Gadsby 
seamlessly segued from hi¬ 
larity to humanity - quickly 
getting deep and dark 
about some harrowing ex- 
periencesasa lesbian and 
asa woman. 

And while "Nanette" was 
written before the start of 
the #MeToo movement, 
Gadsby apparently felt it 
coming. In "Nanette," she 
takes direct aim at straight 
white males and sexual 
abuse. 

What Gadsby didn't ex¬ 
pect was that so many 
would get her. Since 2006, 
she'd made a name, and a 
living, asa stand-up comic 
and actress in Australia 
and New ^aland. And 


while she started building 
a primarily gay internation¬ 
al following in 2015, she's 
never experienced what 
happened after "Nanette" 
— everything from rave re¬ 
views in The New York Times 
to fan letters from India. 

In fact, Gadsby said she 
expected just the oppo¬ 
site: that hercandorin "Na¬ 


nette" would divide, not 
conquer, audiences 
'What the magical thing 
was, what I realized, was, 
'Oh, a lot of people are 
thinking this' And what I 
thought was making me a 
marginalized figure — you 
know, sort of a niche hu¬ 
man — actually, by being 
completely truthful about 


it, has given me the unex¬ 
pected realization that I'm 
not at all." In "Nanette," 
Gadsbysaysshe'sgiving up 
stand-up comedy. But, with 
the sue cess of the stand-up 
special, she's now recon¬ 
sidered that, noting future 
shows will be something 
closerto performance art. 
just about the only thing 
that's certain: Gadsby 
won't be going Hollywood, 
at least for now. She said 
that world "would require a 
substantial erosion of inde¬ 
pendent thought." 

So, what is next? 

"Oh, the phone has been 
ringing," she said, with a 
grin. "But I'm slow. I'm a slow 
person. So, I need to make 
my decisions slowly. They 
say that 'slow and steady 
wins the race.' But I'm more 
like the tortoise, but with 
the hare's game plan. So, 
I'm moving as slowly as a 
tortoise, but napping like 
the hare.'Q 
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'Spider-Veise' swingsto the top; 'Mortal Engines' tanks 



Ihis image icleased by Sony HctuiesAnimationsshowsa scenelhom "S0ider-Man: Into the Spider- 
Verse." 

Associated Ress 


By UNDSEY BAHR 
Associated Ress 
IDS ANGELES (AP) — Spi¬ 
der-Man: Into the Spider- 
Verse" swung to the top of 
the domestic box office in 
its first weekend in theaters, 
proving that there is wide¬ 
spread audience interest in 
big screen animated ver¬ 
sions of Marvel's marquee 
superheroes 

The film led a host of new¬ 
comers that debuted to 
varying success on this pre- 
Christmas holiday week¬ 
end, including Clint East¬ 
wood's drug smuggling 
drama 'The Mule" and the 
Peter Jackson-produced 
epic "Mortal Engines" which 
bombed in North American 
theaters 

"Into the Spider-Verse" 
earned an estimated $35.4 
million from 3,813 theaters 
against a $90 million pro¬ 
duction budget according 
to Sony Pictures on Sunday, 
which is a record for ani¬ 
mated movies in Decem¬ 
ber (although the hybrid 
"Alvin and the Chipmunks" 
movies were higher). The 
film features an innovative 
animation style — both CGI 
and hand-drawn — and fo¬ 


cuses on the Miles Morales 
character as he learns to 
become the famed web¬ 
sling er. It's another finan¬ 
cial win for the studio's lat¬ 
est "expanded Spider-Man 
universe" strategy following 
'Venom" and "Spider-Man: 
Homecoming." 

And "Spider-Verse" has 
been very well-received 
among critics, and audi- 
encesin exit surveys gave it 
a rare A-i-Cinema Sc ore — 
a first fora Spider-Man film. 
It'salso been nominated for 
a Golden Globe award for 
best animated feature and 
picked up a few honors 
from critics' groups as well, 
inc lud ing the New York Film 


Critics Circle. 

"We are playing to both 
families and fanboys. We're 
an all-audience film," said 
Adrian Smith, Sony's presi¬ 
dent of domestic distribu¬ 
tion. 

They also have an eight- 
day runway until the big 
Christmas release start 
packing the multiplexes. 
The Clint Eastwood-direct¬ 
ed drug smuggling drama 
'The Mule" debuted in sec¬ 
ond place with an estimat¬ 
ed $17.2 million. It's a solid 
debut for R-rated film that 
cost $50 million to produce. 
The Warner Bros, film drew 
an audience that was 
mostly older (78 percent 


over 35-year5-old) and 
male (54 percent). 

'Clint Eastwood has such a 
big following as a director 
and a star," said J eff Gold¬ 
stein, Warner Bros presi¬ 
dent of domestic distribu¬ 
tion. 

It's Eastwood's first major 
role in a film since 2012, 
and the studio is optimistic 
about the film's longevity 
into the holiday. 

Not all the new films were 
so lucky, however. Com¬ 
ing in fifth behind holdovers 
"Dr. Seuss' The Grinch" and 
"Ralph Breaks the Internet," 
was the Peter Jackson- 
produced epic "Mortal En¬ 
gines," which bombed in 


North American theaters, 
taking in only $7.5 million 
in ticket sales against a re¬ 
ported $100 million produc¬ 
tion budget. MRC and Uni¬ 
versal Pictures produced 
the post-apocalyptic ste- 
ampunkfilm based on the 
popular Philip Reeve book, 
whic h is the first of four in a 
series. 

Neither critics noraudienc- 
es responded favorably to 
the Christian Rivers-direct¬ 
ed film, however, which 
has a deathly 28 percent 
on Rotten Tomatoes. 

This weekend also saw the 
release of the PG-13 rated 
version of "Deadpool 2," 
"Once Upon A Deadpool," 
in 1,566 locations. It earned 
an estimated $2.6 million, 
which is being added to 
"Deadpool 2's" box office 
tota Is 

In limited release, Barry 
Jenkins' James Baldwin 
adaptation "If Beale Street 
Could Talk" opened in four 
theaters to a very strong 
$219,173. J enkins' follow-up 
to "Moonlight" is expected 
to be a big playerthrough- 
out awards season and 
expands nationwide in the 
coming weeksQ 
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J eff Bridges to receive Cecil B. DeMille 
Awaid atGlobes 



In this Nov. 19, 2010 file photo, actor J eff Bridges poses for a 
portrait in Los Angeles. 

Associated Ress 


Associated Ress 

LDS ANGELES (AP) — J eff 

Bridges may have once 
been considered asone of 
Hollywood's most underap¬ 
preciated actors, but next 
month's Golden Globe 
Awards will showcase his 


life and illustrious career 
next month by bestowing 
him one of its highest hon¬ 
ors. 

Bridges will receive the 
Cecil B. DeMille Award 
during the 76th annual 
awards ceremony on J an. 


6, 2019, the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association 
announced Monday. The 
actor been praised forstar- 
ring in films inc lud ing 'Crazy 
Heart," 'True Grit," "Hell or 
High Water" and 'The Big 
Ljebowski," which became 
a cult classic thanks to his 
nonchalant, knit-sweater 
wearing character J effrey 
'The Dude" Ljebowski. 

HFPA President Me her 
Tatna said in a statement 
the Golden Globe winner 
has "captured hearts and 
minds" of audiences world¬ 
wide. 

The DeMille Award is given 
annually to an "individual 
who has made an incred¬ 
ible impact on the world 
of entertainment." Past 
recipients include Oprah 
Winfrey, Morgan Freeman, 
Meryl Streep, Jodie Foster, 
Barbra Streisand, Sidney 
Poitierand Lucille Ball.Q 
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1bp of mind: J usiice' is Meniam-Webster's word of the year 
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In this Dec. 12,2018, photo, 'Justice" is dispiayed in a Meniam-Webster dictionaiy in New Yoik. 

Associated Piess 


By 1£ANNE HAUE 
Associated Ress 
NEW YORK (AR — Racial 
justice. Obstruction of jus¬ 
tice. Social justice. The 
justice Department. Mer- 
riam-Webster has chosen 
"justice" as its 2018 word 
of the year, driven by the 
churning news cycle over 
months and months. 

The word follows 'toxic," 
picked by Oxford Diction¬ 
aries, and "misinformation," 
plucked byDictonary.com. 
Peter Sokolowski, Merriam- 
Webster's editor at large, 
told The Associated Press 
ahead of Monday's an¬ 
nouncement that 'justice" 
consistently bubbled into 
the top 20 or 30 lookups 
on the company's website, 
spiking at times due to spe¬ 
cific events but also skat¬ 
ing close to the surface for 
much of the year. 

While it's one of those com¬ 
mon words people likely 
know how to spell and use 
correctly in a sentence, So¬ 
kolowski pointed to other 
reasons that drive search 
traffic. Among them is an 
attempt to focus a train of 


thought around a philo¬ 
sophical problem, or to 
seek aspirational moti¬ 
vation. Such well-known 
wordsare often among the 
most looked up every year, 
including those that are 
slightly abstract, including 
"love,"he said. 

The designation for'justice" 
came soon after President 


Trump's one-time fixer, Mi¬ 
chael Cohen, was sen¬ 
tenced to three yea nsin pris¬ 
on foretimes that included 
arranging the payment of 
hush money to conceal his 
boss' alleged sexual affairs 
He told a judge he agreed 
time and again to coverup 
Trump's "dirty deeds" out of 
"blind loyalty." 


It also came ahead of a 
Senate vote on the "First 
Step Act,"a criminal justice 
reform bill with broad bipar¬ 
tisan support. Earlier in the 
year, Kim Kardashian West 
not once but twice paid a 
White House visit on Trump 
to discuss prison and sen¬ 
tencing reform. Sentencing 
for drug crimes, treatment 


foropioid addiction, a loos¬ 
ening of cannabis laws, a 
Tesla probe, the Mueller in¬ 
vestigation into the Trump 
campaign: Justice will re¬ 
main top of mind into the 
new yea r. 

'These are stories that con¬ 
nect to the culture and to 
society a cross races, across 
classes," Sokolowski said. 
'We getthisword thatfilters 
in." 

That includes Twitter in a 
big way. 

Often, when Trump tweets 
about the Department 
of Justice, he uses simply 
'j ustice." On Aug. 1, when 
he tweeted his wish for 
then-Attomey General J eff 
Sessions to stop the Muel¬ 
ler investigation, searches 
spiked significantly. Trump 
referred to "obstruction of 
justice," a separate entry 
on the Merriam-Webster 
site, prompting a lookup in¬ 
crease of 900 percent over 
the same date the yearbe- 
fore. 

The word 'justice" comes 
from Latin, unlike a lot of 
the more emotional words 
that rose in Old English.Q 


1bni Braxton is in the holiday spirit with Lifetime movie 



This Nov. 12, 2018 photo shows actress and singer 1bni Braxton in New Yoik. The 51-year-oid 
singer, whose 1996aibum "Secrets" has gone piatinum, continues to create music but is trying a 
diflcrentartistic medium, acting. 

Associated Ress 


By GARY GERARD HAMIL- 
1DN 

NEW YORK (Al^ — Toni 
Braxton has been nominat¬ 
ed for Grammys again for 
her latest album, but these 
daysthe singerisalso focus¬ 
ing on acting — and flexing 
herproducing muscles 
"I find that I really love ev¬ 
erything about film and 
film-making," the multiplat- 
inum-singer said in a re¬ 
cent interview. "I just really 
love movies, whether TV or 
anything that'sdealing with 
film." 

Braxton, a seven-time 
Grammy winner nominat¬ 
ed for three more Gram¬ 
mys earlier this month for 
her latest album "Sex& Cig- 
arettes," is currently starring 
in "Every Day Is Christmas" 
on Lifetime. Inspired by the 
Charles Dickens classic, "A 
ChristmasCanol,"the movie 
centers around Alexis Tay¬ 
lor, played by Braxton, as 
she gets the holiday visit 
of a lifetime. ("Every Day 
is Christmas" is re-airing on 
Lifetime on Saturday and 


on Christmas Day.) 

A self-proclaimed worka¬ 
holic who "humbugs" love, 
Alexis ends up embracing 


the spirit of Christmas when 
her past, present, and fu¬ 
ture collide, forcing her to 
risk the one thing money 


can't buy: herheart. 

"I love Christmas movies," 
she said. "Holiday time 
makes me feel happy and 


festive and excited. I got a 
three-picture deal at Life¬ 
time and I thought a Christ¬ 
mas movie would be the 
perfect way to come out 
and introduce it." 

But not only is she working 
hard in front of the camera, 
she's putting in sweat equi¬ 
ty behind it. Braxton serves 
as an executive producer 
on the movie. She said she 
got "a little taste" of execu¬ 
tive producing over the 
years "but now that I've bit¬ 
ten the apple, I want the 
whole thing." 

Braxton's first film role was 
in 2001's "Kingdom Come." 
Since then, she's starred in 
several TV movies, includ¬ 
ing her own biopic, 2016's 
'Toni Braxton: Un-Break My 
Heart" and "Faith Under 
Fire" which premiered ear¬ 
lier this year. 

But longtime fans shouldn't 
be worried thatToni isswap- 
ping her music for movies 
Why? "Because love it so 
much," Braxton exclaimed. 
"It's my favorite thing to do 
— performing.'□ 
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